

fLUHlUA STATE LIBRARV 



FEBEUAEY, 1^34 



VOLUME I 




The Tallaliassee Historical Society 
at the close of its first year's existence 
is issuin,^ this Annual, consisting of 
papers read at the different meetings of 
the Society diiring the year. 



In justice to those who have pre- 
pared some of the papers it should he said 
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He commend this puhlication to the 
citizens of Tallaliassee and Leon Co-.-Uity 
and to all interested in our hi story i Your 
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LATAYETTE AED THE LA?ATETTE lASD GE.^M'S 

By Katiiryn T, Aboey 
Eelivered March S, I933 

Amous the v3jriouE kinds of men vrtio assisted in the f.chieveraont 
of AjueriCc.n independence, there is one v/hose devotion to literalism 
and whose generosity to a struggling and, at times, almost hopeless 
cause caianot be gainsaid. Neither time nor the debunking zeal of some 
modern histori.an hn,s dimmed the rolo of LaFayotte in the founding of 
this republic, rnd it is to the credit of the nation that the debt v/as 
at length generously rep-^ld. 

It is not necessary to recount the services of the young French- 
man who ran avray from home in his own ship to join ii7ashington ' s motley 
troops. Suffice it to say that in od-dition to distinguished service in 
the field oxiA long negotiations with France, Lf^Fayette spent about 
$200,000 of his i>rivate fortvmo in behalf of the colonics and steadily 
refused all compensation. 

As long as furtune left LaFayette the position and wealth to 
which he was born, no thought of repaying tliis s-um was considered. But 
ai'tor Ms imprisonncnt by the enemies of Franco and the confiscation of 
his estates diu-ing the Reign of Terror, the question pj-ose as a racans 
of saving his family from actual want, I/Iadtin LrJ-ayctte made repeated 
appeals to the American ministers as well as to individual Americans 
and, at one time, Lc-.F;:\^-ette himself hoped to obtrin Ms release through 
American, r.id. Such petitions were not unlieedcd, for our ministers con- 
tributed generously , and oven Washington sent M.?.dam LaFayette two hundred 
guineas wMch he claimed vns a private debt. 

But such aid was no moro thoji a pittfincc , -nd the friends of 
L' Fayette wished to trZzs novo adoquato measures. Moreover, other n-'itions 
expected the United Str.tos to act in "oehalf of their benefactor. As far 
as can be determined, Ju.ffcrson took the initiative, partly in response 
to a query from the President, partly to provide for the unauthorized 
sums advanced by the embassies. The most feasible isolxition of the whole 
mr.ttcr, accox-dinc to Jefferson, was for Congi-ess to grant LaFayette his 
back pnj^ as a najor-genoral , estimated at $20,000,13, True, the Knrquise 
had declared to Silas Seanc that his services \io--ld. bo "vrithout oxiy 
particular or pension" but no act of Congress hrid. confirmed this agree- 
ment , 

Congress lent a willing ear to this sug^.estion and, in MoTch 
1791+ , passed an roct granting to LaFcayotte $2U,!^2^, this "being the pay 
and emol-uments of a najor-gcnoral during the tine he was in the service 
of the United States, 

But $2k,'42h is small consolation to a mv.n facing the fincjicial 
ruin v;Mch met L.-'Jcyctte on his return fror: irwisonmont. The l-^nds 
salvaged from the wi-eck of his fortunes needed oxtonsivo expenditures 
for which there wore no funds, while he was constcintly surrounded by a 
host of relatives former supporters whose appe-ls for Md his 
generous spirit could never resist, Uith affairs at this lov; ebb, his 
friends turned once more to Aj.i erica. CM ef aiviong them V7as Pierre Samuel 
do Pont do Kemo-urs, a French liberal, who had established his frxuly in 
Ai-jerica in 1799. Hot only was Bo Pont a friend of LcJa^^-ctte but he was 



also nn intim:'-te terns with Jefferson, nov; President of tlie United 
Strtes, '..nd it vaa ti'.avord tlic latter that he directed Ms efforts. 

It did not t^kc rmch ir.i<ii3in;'.tion tc see that ^2k ,k2k , the pay 
of r- r.-:r.jor-gcnoral , wr.s iv.ot'.gro retTJxn for the gift of sonc $200,000; so, 
in due tiae , Con-jcss ..ia,de r. now grant to the LL-^xquis, By an r>.ct of 
M''2'Ch 3, ISO3 , ho V/ ,3 extended the right, r.s c. fcri-ier jiiiorici-ji officer, 
to locate 11,520 n,cros of Irmd on the public dorxln. The "bill had fixed 
the loco.tion of the lands in the Northwest Territory "but , through 
Jefferson's influence, peraission was given tc cli'-nge the site to the 
nev/ly purch?-sod Louisiana, As the G-cneral's debts wer^^ pressing, it 
v/oTild be to Ms advcmtcige to realize on Ms proijorty as soon as possible 
and the liklihood of a ouick turnover was greater in Now Orleans than in 
Ohio, 

Notwithstanding these c^od intentions, the Louisiana lands prov- 
ed a f^rorat di sappointnent . Tv/enty years elapsed before the entire grrnt 
was placed and it was never free frou conflicting clMns, Tlio sale of 
the l?nds did acccniplish the object sought, hot.'evcr, for on August ih, 
ISI^, Lal'ayotte was ^ble to v-'iutc Jefferson that "thanks to the runifi- 
cence of Con{7"ess 'nd the prudence of v:y friends, I cn perfectl;?- clear 
of debts end pecunirxy enbarrassacnts" , - 

/iT-ierica's interest in the finrnci---I strugf-les of LrJaycttc wrnod 
nftor tho grant of ISO3 until the desire to realize "^jri old r.i£>ja's drorn 
brought then once nore tc the public r..ind» Ar.ud all the disappointnonts 
r-.nd disasters of Ms ccroer , one rionory had alwc^'-s corif orted Mn - the 
thouglit of the yount: republic ho hcA helped to founl, and a great long- 
ing to revisit it grow in Mn as ago advanced. As seen as this desire 
reached tlie ears 01 Con;Toss, a resolution v/as passed inviting hia to be 
the honored guost of tho nation rmd offering hin o. public ship fcr the 
voyage. 

The invitation, duly delivered, thrilled the h3?xt of the old 
Frenchracn but there was sor.ie hesitation about Ms acceptFjicc, Jones 
Brown wrote tc president I,!onroo; "I icar he wants noney as it h'\s been 
intin'itcd to r.ie th'.t he wisiied to borrov/ a fcv; thousrnd dollPTs", Tine 
confiraod Brown's suspicions, for on Lay 3O 1 ho infomod the President 
further of the difficulties vzMch Lf^Jayette v/o.s ouperiencing in arrang- 
ing his affairs end expressed the wish that ConfToss had voted hin a 
sua of aoncy instead of a public ship. 

The funds required v;crc at length raised, however, end. on July 
10, lo2h , LaPayctte and his pr-rty sailed for A^aerica on tho Cad-aus, 
He had delicately declined tiie use cf the national vessel, 

Nevertheless tho pathetic struggle necossc'u'y to make the voyage 
possible had not been lost on o\vc governracnt, Brovra had hoped that the 
iua^ricrins would aoko hia sonc gift rnd the G-onoral's friends on this 
side of the Atlantic suoned to held tlj.e smo view. Soon after tho Cadois 
fxrived, llonroe vn*ote to Jefferson; "My hope is that the nation will pro- 
vide for hiu in a v/ay to put hin -•'•.t his ease the renaindor of his life 
pjid to iniennify his faaily for the losses wMcli the principles which he 
inbibed in oaar great str\i,';gle , and of which }io }ias been the victin, 
subjected then to." 



Accordingly, r.s soon -.s Gon^rrcss convcnod, th.e Presiclont took 
ccco.sion to brir.G the r.i:^tlor to its o-ttontion. "It is no.t"urol," rer.d 
the nossacG , "that vra should all tnlco a, deop liitorcst in his fut-uro 
v,'o If ore D.S wo do. His hich. clrlns on o-ur Union '-.ro felt r.nd the scnti- 
ncnt nnivorsal is that they shotild 'bo not in o, ,;,cnorous spirit. Under 
those circu-istijices I invite yovir r>.ttontion to the subject with r. view 
that regarding his very inportant services, losses, -^nd sacrifices, a 
•orovisi^n r:.r.j ho nade and tendered to hin v/hicii shall correspond with 
the sentincnts pjid bo worthy the chrr actor of the Ar.iericrji People." 

Tvro vicohs lator, bills were reported in both houses of Con^xoss 
providing a third conpensati vn for LeJPayattc 's services to the Jincrican 
cause. The Senate noas-ure which antedated tlir.t of the House by ono iriy 
.-ranted the Crcn<-:ral a tcTiisMp of land located on any unsold public 
donain rjid $200 ,000, 

The bill was read twice witho\it -ny cbjocticn being raised and 
it was thorofore soixtLing of a sui^prise to its adherents tc encounter 
A snail but porsi stent opposition when t]io third reading took place on 
DoconbGr 21. Mr. Mac^.n of North Cerolina, the loader of tliis rTTOup, 
archied that the services of LrJayettc placed Mr;, on the sonc footing as 
the "other sons of the fc-j.iily" ■xnl th.v.t'ho sliculd bo trcv.ted according- 
ly. Ho was stiTjportcd by Brown of Ohio who questioned the rirht of the 
Senate to pass sxich a bill in view of the fact that the coupensation 
was to be i.;et by a IccJi, 

To these critics Kryno , the defender ci the project, replied 
by a "burst of chcir act eristic oloquence, Ign,jri:ii:: the query rGgarding 
the Senate's power, he onpalisizod the services of LoJFayette p^id the 
inadequacy of the return previously nade. Even the najor-feneral ' s 
bacfc pay had been without interest, he observed and the Ir^nds in Louis- 
i:-.na h-.'X\ bccoue ac involved in clains that a ruch snaller return hi\d. 
been received t'iuan Con,;rcss had intended. Indeed, the very snallnoss of 
the retijrns h-d been partly due to the fact thrt LrlTyotte had refused 
tc prosecute clains v-hic^i \iore unquestionable. Thus he had never re- 
ceived the cor.aponsati on which he was due, Finally, Kcyne dei'-iondod, 
what would Eui'opc thinlc of the ^uierican people if they sent their 
c:ucst hor.-iC onpty handed in liir:. need. 

The Soutliern senator's eloquence crrried the day and the bill 
v/as passed 'j)S tc 7» 

MccmwMle a sinil:-'r noasure Wcas nee tin. - difficulties in the 
House. 3c!no nor.bers resented the haste with Wj.icli the bill was being . 
pushed. It had been in cor.Tiiiittce two weeks, it was rrguod, wliy wasn't the 
House tc bo allowed tine for proper consideraticn. Other ncnocrs v;iahGd 
tc reduce the sua offered to $150,000 or even $100,000 while still 
others co-pared the bciintiful "ifts to LnJayctte with the rewords to 
.t.^orican citizens who had nade proportionally ;-T_ator sacrifices. The 
objocti.'.n V7>iich strack the nost fire .however , v/as tlie sug esti.-.n of 
Sloojie of Ohio that the whole natter be r ^corxiittcd with the instruc- 
tion to find out what was the actual oxteiit of LaFayettc's services. 

At tlds last roriark, McDuffic of South Carolina nearly lost his 
tenper. Coupcnsati n to LaRvcttc, h-;.- maintained, vfas not an indebtedness 
to bo paid off but a gift, and it was an insult to estir.iate his services 
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in dollcxs nnd cents. Ho V7as abl.y soconlGd "by Mriv-mu of South C-^jrclina 
and Koorick of Lle-inc. The Ir.ttor "ur:];od that the r:K;asure "be voted at 
onco 'oof ore its sxjirit vfould 'ho iniincd Dy fiirthor hassling. 

After r. fov; additional efforts to postpone a decision, the liill 
v.'as carried in its ori^i^o-l fern, l66 to 26, 

'Yhilc this r.inor b^.ttlc was in pro^TOss in "Tasliinifitcn, LrJayette 
had tactly retired to /jinapolis tliat his presence nicht not prove an 
cnbarassMcnt to his friends. On his rct\u*n orTly in Jr.nuary, he was 
waited upon by a joint ccoiittoc of hcth houses ?Jid presented vith the 
nation's tP-ft, His joy ^md cr'-titude wcro "boundless for, as he v/rote 
Jefferson, "I rri r\ov q_uito rich and cqiial tc all fo.-.iily purposes, I 
r.i':ht wish". Even the Con^ rossional opposition had its shrre of his 
.'•■cnorosity for ho doclcxod tliat had he been called upon to vote for his 
ovm coi:ponsation, ho vamld }v.vc acted as they. 

Opinion in the c>.untry p.t lcTr;c sustained Con^jross but it was 
to be c::q)ectod tl-:a,t sor.e contrary voices would be raised. Not '-11 such 
opposition could bo brtjidcd as stini^y rjid un{To,teful fcr nr-jiy sincerely 
doubted the propriety of Ccn;?:*oss's a,ct "as well fron its drjit.;orous 
tendency" as froii the belief that there really was a lack of power to 
thus sif-n rway the people's p.cney, 

•The disposition of the $200,000 was at once an object of con- 
cern t- all the C-en..ral's friends in order tl^r.t it ni^rht be what it v/as 
intended, a socui"ity for iiis '.Id ago. Jefferson, v.'hcse oto finrmciol 
affairs v/ero seldom untcjiflcd, advised hi;,, t: Icavo tlie noncy in covorn- 
.acnt bends as "there can bo no safer deposit on cnxth than the Troas^jry 
of the United States". Lrw^aycttc's own wish v/as ty]jical of his whole 
character. Lionroo v/as, at the tine, in financial distress md his 
friend offered t>. clcoj;- his debts. Of cctixsc the President refused the 
sacrifice and, --i'ter so:.c .discussicn, $120,000 was invested in [xvorn- 
oent b.^nds rnd $30,000 spent in prying up Lc'-?ayotfcc's ovm debts. 

The next qu.^stiin wliidi interested the country was the location 
of the tcwnsMp and, in this natter, all eyes turned to Plorida, the 
r.iost rccont acauicition of the Unilod St.atus. Plcrida was rmch before 
the public ..;ind, for its first real estate boon \.a3 in prcfTcss. The 
purchase price of the territory had been $^,000,000 payable in clains 
of i^riericM citizens ar:ainst Spain; and the United States, hoping to 
realize this svn fr.n lajid sales, was .u-kine strenuous efforts tc attract 
settlers. The task was not hard fcr Iliddlo Tlcrida , the only pnjrt of the 
peninsular .about v;hich rmch was knovm , had adivdttedly ^proat possibilities 
for ay?i culture. 

Since the a.ri^ival of LcJ£\j^Gtte in the United States constant 
runors had circv-latod to the effect that he intended to settle in 
Lwcvica -^jid his onthusiasn for the new world tended to berx c^ut the 
stories. Indeed, it was ad:-.:ittcd durin': the House debate on the compen- 
sation issue that such was the hope, of the A'.buinistraticn, Jefferson 
had frankly hoped to capitalize L-aFaycttc's popularity in IS03 by -irdcing 
hin a resident of Louisiana, "^at r.ore natur-a than that Monroe should 
attenpt a sinilr-x course in the case of Florida, especially v/hcn the 
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region had the reputation of TDsing the test land s.t the disposal of the 
nation. The General himself was keenly interested in the proposition, 
for while in Washington, hs had cone under the magnetic spell of Richard 
Keith Call, Florida's representative and her most ardent chanpion, A 
strong friendship grew up between the two nen and before they separated, 
LaFayette half-way promised to visit Florida, 

To select the site of the township, Monroe appointed Colonel 
John McKce , congressman fran Alabama and a veters-n land speculator of 
the southeast. He was well versed in Florida affairs, for he and 
Ceorge Mathews had "been the agents who had attempted to foment a revolu- 
tion in East Florida prior to tl^ ^ax of 1S12. According to the agree- 
ment drawn up between LIcKee and G-eorge Groliara, t}ie Commissioner of 
Public Lrjids , the former was to havo three months in which to malpe the 
selection and in return for his services, woiild receive one section cf 
the township. 

From the Pensacola Gazette (April 23, 1825) it is learned that 
McKee reached Florida orrly in the month. He went at once to Tallahassee, 
the new capital of the territory and also the center of rich plantation 
lands. The usual spring rains delayed his task for, as he wrote George 
Grahpm, "I have been here since the seventh but the woods are so rotten 
I have made but little progress in examining the country- He have not 
had three fair d-riys since I arrived". Even -under such trying circTom- 
stajices, however, the first Township North in Rnjige 1 East appeoxed to 
him superior to the rest of the land inspected, "As far as I h?.ve examin- 
ed it, I havo seen no lajid that may not be c-altivated and a groat portion 
of it is first rate," 

Further investigation justifying this errly opinion Graham was 
able to report to LaFayette on Jxme 22, 1225 th-^.t the selection had been 
fixed. Although he assured LaFayette that the site v/as the "best in 
Florida", he reminded him that he did not have to agree to the choice. 
"If you are in possession of, or may previous to your depature from the 
country obtain any information that may in your opinion make it expedient 
to select a township in any other part of the country, you will be at 
liberty to do so". Needless to say, no change was made ejid, on July U, 
1825, the warrant for the township v/as signed by the President. 

The people of Florida shared the hope of the Administration that 
LaJ'ayette would remain in the country. In one of the local papers, a 
writer of Chipola expressed the wish that a colony of Frenchmen would come 
to the territory "to refine the rough inhabitants of the vicinity and 
render us by their example the politest people of the United States", 
llore official expression was given to the sarae feeling by a resolution 
of the Territorial Legislature which urged the General "if it should be 
consonajit with his inclinations and not inconsistent with his interests, 
to establish his permanent residence in the United States and that 
Florida may be honored as such residence". Governor Duval inclosed the 
resolution in a personal letter to assure him that "we should receive you 
with open arms as our fellow citizen, our neighbor, and our friend," 

In spite of LaFayette 's appreciation of these tokens of goodwill 
and his genuine affection for the American people, there is no evidence 
that he ever seriously considered expatriating, himself ♦Part of the towa-' 
ship he plemned to retain as the American, estates of his ho^ise but the 
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rest he was v/illing to put on the market at once. G-i'-"ham , to \7hom he grave 
the power of pt'oCTney in Saptemhcr , 1?23, ■urged him to lay off the land 
adjacent xo Ttlj-e^iassec in tcw?i lots but advised holding the rest of the 
gr£ir.t. 'The vp-lue of the "OwnsMp ou^ht to be ^150,000, he reported, "but 
current prices v/ero too low to I'oclise that sijm. 

The ideal cstimn,te which LaTciyette rcccpted with his usual child- 
like f-rdth pro'bably acco'ur.ts for his refusal to sell to R. K, Call half 
the tovTiship for a flat sun of 05^}>OOO; doubtless it is also the basis for 
later complaints that the l^jids near Talli-'iiassee were held at prohibitive 
orices and thus the growing city "woMld remain subject to a, ".vilderness on 
its border" „ 

But the Florida township meant more to LaPayctte thoji the reali- 
zation of $150 ;000 t'lrcugh lano. sales; it provided Mm with a chance to 
try out one of his projects,. The American oxporiences of his youth hvA 
matured his pclitlcal plrlo&ophy and had also gi\-en him decided ideas un 
slavcrva Abolition was a cav.&e to hin from then on; in fact, he was so 
eager to hasten the day of freedom, that he purchased a plantation in 
French Guinea.. At LoJSolle 0-abrielle , norr Cayenne, he ,and his wife had set 
about prepaj-ing the negroes for gradual em,?jn.ci pation« 

During his visit to the United States, tlie growth of the planta- 
tion system hafl been a dist-Ji'bing sight and in Florida he saw an opportuni- 
ty of establishing a free community. As he wrote Ca/il . "In those ports of 
the country n/here the plagao 01 •'^lave labor h<as been entailed by Groat 
Britain, I Imow the difficulties that offer to the planter whatever be his 
losses, hj.s regj.'ets, his anticipations --But wherever the southerners 
under a. c2.imatc , upon a good soil, vdth suitable free, white, r.nd on the 
whole cheaper labor, can in that raanner obtam additional wet.lth, strength, 
and population, I cannot thinl^: why they should not continue the opportunity. 

The ''free , whr.te, and on the v^hole che-apur labor" which was to 
bring wealth to Florida was to come through European ir.-jrd^'ation , prefer- 
ably from a climate siniiar to that of the TerritoT-yc These settlers, who 
were clready looldng for :m escape from the hrrdshi.ps cf E"arope , would 
not establish cotton plantations but would devote themselves to the culti- 
vation of viney3:r-ds , 0j.-.ve groves, mulberry trees and silk vrarms as they 
had done in 2ui-ope, 

Howevrr Utopian this dream may have been, Lc'Jayette himself took 
it seriously and it aroused at least the passive support of Call tand others 
in Ar.ierica. In lo^l a, colony actually reached Florida from France rrmed 
with seeds, cuttings, and tools but pitiiull;' ur.protectcd ngainst the 
hardships of hewing a settlement out of a seui-tro-pical wilderness in mid- 
suLinGr . 

"Only one description of this venture can be fomid c^lthough mention- 
is made in nunero\i.s other sourcosio''' According to tlus report, the colony 
consisted of some fifty to sixty "^ormar peasants led "o-j thxce old friends 
of LaFayette whose fortunes had fallen on rocky paths and needed to be 
retrieved. They arrived in March, I83I , and located on a bluff overlooking 
Lrke LaFayette, 
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In spite of thu jxcollcnt soil and the generous grr.nts of land 
the onterpriso -iid not prosper, .r>,nd at the end of three months only 
fifty acres had boon clc:irod. The difficulty soonod not to "be the qual- 
ity of the settlors but the fact that thoy v;cro uaiablc to stajid the 
ravages of the clinate. No pliysician had ca.ie vdth the prrty, nith the 
result that the r.ioJadies of the settlors v/ore not x^ropcrly attended. The 
crc\7ning discouragenent vas not due to local hardships, houovor , rather 
ra^eJlv ^^^^^^^'^ ^■'^'^^'^ ^oeis giving land to the settlers 'had not 
bcSS/€uftlf ied by the United States Consul rjid wore, therefore, void. 
G-rad{ially, the colony began to brcalc up. Most of the sijrvivors returned 
to rrcjicG or v/ent on to Nov; Orleans; a fow ren--dncd Pzid, v/ith the rdd of 
Prince M-orat , Call, and others, nade a living, if not on the LaJayette 
lands, at least in or near Tallahassee, 

LrJayctte never sent -another colony to Incrica but, from tine to 
tine, various Frenchi.ion erne to Florida, frequently duo to Ms encourage - 
raont. These, together vith the remnant of the ill-fated settlement, gave 
a certain foreign flavor to the life of the Territory's capital. 

Not long ai'tor tiic fiasco on Lake LrJ'ayettc , the township attr.,ct 
ed the attention of three pioneer pl-antors and land speculators, T?, E. 
Kuttall, Hector W, Bradcn , and Willipn P. Craig. Their idea was to pur . 
chase the available township at a flat sun payable in ten years narhe 
it dioring that period. If the expected rise in l;md values occurred a 
hrjidsone profit could be realized. 

This project required the special consent of LaFr-^ette as, so f-<r 
he had allowed only half of the township tc be put up for sale, Scno of 
his friends wote hin of the offer, appcrcntly -urging his acceptance in 
spite of the fact tl^at the .-nount offered fell short of his exjjectat ■ ons„ 
Quviously disappointed --t the price, Lafayette yielded to the inevitable 
pressure of his debts and allowed all but a snail part of his property t- 
be sold. As he vo-oto his friends; "I or.i dcternined in honor tc the ^^Ift 
and in cor.iplianco with :.iy ovm feelings, to reordn in possession of ."». p-rt 
of the limd, I had contcnplo.ted to rota.in several sections but vrill be 
content with one and a half, a little nore than throe huxL,.lred acres for 
ep.ch of ny children after no, provided that share is selected near the 
city on the uost pleasant and promising spot" 

Armed with this authority Colonel E. W. 7illi.-ns, his agent, con. 
eluded the deal \7ith Nuttall , Eraden oml Craig, ITovcmber IS, 1833. By its 
terns, the G-onoral bonded himself tc the sun of $100,000 to deliver "a 
good ?jid perfect title in foe simple" to 26-3/U sections jf tho toraship' 
upon payment to him or his heirs of $1+6,520 on or before Januaxy 1, l'6kk , 
with l/o annual interest. Of the remaining S-l/k sections of the township, 
tV7o quarter socti'.ns had already been sold and two other tro.cts, of one 
section each, spoken for. This left 6-3/!■^ socti:ns in tho hands of La- 
Payette cmd his heirs instead of the l-l/s requested, a f act which canno . 
be explained from the records unless one adr.iits the probability that 
n-unerous claims existed at tho time v;i:ich were not substantiated. 

The mrrkoting of s^ich a l-?rgo tract wr-s rm.bitious even for tho 
cptir-istic Florida speculators and it is not sui^prising that they set up 
a series of checks on each other. Tliey agreed tc sh-.xe^equr.lly all profits 
cmd to be equally bound for the omount cf the principal and interest, 
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and penalties were fixed to insTire punctuality of payment "by each of 
the partners. In the v/ords of the contract, "it is agreed betvreen the 
several parties tl'iat if either or ajiy two of the said parties... sho'-ild 
fail to pay his or their portion of Sr-ad interest for a period of three 
months after the sarne shall become due, the other pfrty or pciTties shall 
he entitled to demand and receive from such delinquent or delinquents in 
addition to his or their respective a-ao^ants of interest then due 12^^ on 
such amount or amounts, and if they sliould dela;,- the payment of such 
interest for t^lve months ai'ter the same shall have been due they shall 
pay 25^ in addition to the anio\int due by them as interest." 

Later, May 2b', IS35 , a new agreement between the partners x^ro- 
vided t'mtthroo sections of land should be allotted to each, the remain- 
ing lands continuing as a joint possession. The worth of these holding's 
v/as to be determined by an abstractor rjad any difference in value was t^ 
be equalized from the p/.-ccccds of the lends held in common. Each partnoi- 
was "in penal sum" 01 $20,000 to the others to cpj-ry the agreement into 
effect. 

Notwithstanding these precautions, the lJuttall , Braden ejid Cra.D g 
venture travelled a rough path. Kuttall died in I036 leaving his affairs 
in such a wretched state that ycjrs of litigation followed and his po:^. 
tion of tlie LaTayette tovmship was sold for his debts. On January 12, 
1338, the partners sold the entire concession to the Union Bcoik for 
$29,^76.2^ end. turnod over the oonds for purchased lands which agyrcgat 
$25,996.2^. Before long, the bank, which had had a dizzy career, eras:.:;', 
but, fortunately for the LrJayette heirs, all the bonds, notes -and sectv 
ties realized from the land sales had boon tr-nnsforred to Willirms upon 
trust that he shovild collect the some rjid apply it to the extingainlim-nt 
of the debt. 

IThen January, ISkk , arrived, final pr-ymont of the $46,520 was not 
possible as the condition of the country was such thr.t concessiors hr^d to 
be made to the purchasers or the lands sold at a heavy sacrifice, rrrad- 
ually, adjustments v/oro worked out ojid by IS56, 7illinms was able to ata. 
that enougli had been collected to discharge the obligation to the heirPo 
The Tjrevious ycpx , the last of the lands originally retained by the 
LaJFayette family were sold. 

Thus ended tlie long and vcj-ied history of hrJo^-ettc ' s township, 
for although tiic nrme will always linger ov.;r the region, the fomily had 
no further connection with the 1-aad. For t-.;enty-f our of its thirty-one 
years of exi stance , ?.. V.^ , ^"illicms had b-jon its steward. Only once was 
a LaJayetto in Plorida, nr-mely , in IS50 when Edaond de LaT-ayetto and 
Ferdinnjid de Lasteyric , grand-sons of the IM^'i-qais, visited the United 
States and coi:ic south to confer with '^illi-vms. The clir.rm of the n-:>ino 
still lived, hovrover, for the gentlemen were enthusiastically welcomed 
and the General .^.ssembly voted Sdmond do LrJayotte "the hospitalities of 
the State" and invited him to a" seat within tiie bar of either house", 

No story of the LaPaycttc tovmship would be complete without 
some statement concerning the amount realized by the fondly from their 
holdings. To the student of territorial land values in general, and 
especially those of Florida, the variations in price from 1S25 to IS56 



\7ould provide intoresting research, "but such a study is not possible 
here. According to the trie of the d^ed "books, LaPayette and his 
heirs received $102 ,72?, 90 for the lands hGtweon the dates given 
above. Due to tho intricacies of many, in fact most, of the trans- 
actions it is possible that compromises may have been privately reached 
v/hich lowered the returns officially recorded. Although $103,000, 
roughly speaking, was considerably less tho-n the $150,000 to $200,000 
at v/hich the General's friends valued his property, it was a handsome 
donation and, together with the $200,000 in stock, placed the value of 
America's list gift to Lal'a.yotte at a gpnerous qu.j.*tor of a million 
dollars. 
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WILLIM POPE DUVAL 



By W. T. Cash 
Delivered Marcli 22 , I933 

The subj&ct of this sketch was horn in Mount Comfort, near Rich- 
mond, Virginia, in I78U of French Huguenot ancestry. He was the son of 
Major William Duval, who served with such distinction in the Eevolution- 
ary War that he was made a captain before that struggle ended (William 
Duval was given the title of "Major" after the Revolution). Major William 
Duval was the grandson of Daniel Duval (the first of this particular 
line of Duvals to arrive in America) , who came to Virginia in 1701» 
Samuel, youngest son of Daniel Duval and grandfather of V/illiam Pope 
Duval, was a citizen of higla reputation at Mt, Comfort for many years 
prior to his death, which occurred in IJS^, the same year in which his 
eminent grarxdsonms horn. 

On his mother's side William Pope Duval was descended from the 
Popes, who were long prominent in the history of Virginia. John Washing- 
ton, first American ancestor of George Washington, married an ancestor 
of William P. Duval's mother. Thus tlirough the Popes, the first terri- 
torial governor of Florida was "blood kin to Georg-e Washington, Through 
his maternal grandmother William P. Duval was related to the Clai"bornes, 
another Virginia family of distinction. 

It will thus be seen tloat the first territotial governor of 
Florida had an ancestry of which he had no reason to be ashamed, 

William Pope Duval was evidently a high-spirited boy, who was like 
a mettlesome young horse, which one must know how to manage. We are told 
in one account that he left home because an uncle whom he disliked was 
staying with his father. A story is also told that Y/illiam P. Duval was 
sent by his father to go out and get a backlog for the fire , and when he 
returned, some years later on a visit, he came bringing in a backlog 
which he threw on the fire. At any rate he left home in ISOO at the age 
of sixteen going to Kentucky, Of his early education we know nothing. 
Probably his father, who was a Virginia plc'jitcr of importance, haA seen 
to it that he had good instruction at private schools or by tutors. 

Four years after Willii?m P. Duval reached Kentucky, that is in 
I80U, at the age of twenty, he was admitted to the bar, which gives proof 
of the yoiing man's precocity. The writer has, vdth his limited opportunity 
for research, found nothing concerning Gov. Duval's early practice of law, 
but we have evidence that he must have been outstanding for a young man. 
A mediocre man, who has shown no ability is not apt to be chosen to fill 
outstanding positions at an early ago as Duval was. 

The first of these positions was military. During the war of 1S12, 
evidently the first year of that struggle, William P. Duval was made 
commander of a company of mounted volunteers. In 1812, doubtless while he 
was still in the army (for wax was not declared till June IS) Duval was 
elected to Congress and served from March k, I8I3 , to March 3, I8I5 , from 
which service he retired to Bardstown , Kentucky, to continue his practice 
of law, which had been interrupted by the war and his congressional 
duties. 



Proof that drjring the next six years I>aval was either a success- 
ful lawyer or an outstanding Deuiocrat is fiu'nished by the fact that he 
was appointed by President James Monroe, May IS, 1^21, as United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District of Florida with headquarters at 
St. Augastine. That legal ability must have played its part is almost 
certain, for in 1821, the Democratic party (then known as the "Eepublican" } 
was the only one that had much more than a corporal's guard of followers , 
except in the New England States, and, therefore, Monroe had plenty of ou'.- 
standing men of ability to choose from in picking men to appoint. Duval 
did not serve long as United States District Judge, for in 1822 he was 
made territotial governor of Florida, He was the first to fill this posi- 
tion for the governorship of Andrew Jackson, which began July 10, 1821; 
and lasted ten months, v/o.s military, 

Duval not only has the distinction of being Florida's first 
territorial governor, but in length of term no subsequent governor, 
territorial or state, has ever equaled him. He served just a few days 
over twelve yeaurs. The militai^y government of Jackson ended March 30sl&22 
and on April 12, 183^, John H. Eaton was notified that he had been nprnerl 
to succeed Duval in the governorship of Florida* 

Duval found the governorship of Florida no bed of roses. It wa? 
a time when partisanship was growing, when instead of nearly all the 
voters belonging to one party, as in the early p/Xt of Monroe's adrain\t.- 
tration, two distinct canips of opposing beliefs were pitted against c ^u>. 
other. Soon after Duval took office many men of means, who subsequent'.^' 
became big planters, moved to Florida; and, apparently the majority oi 
these were Whigs, or , as -they were first called "I'lational Republicans." 
Duval, being a Democrat, natiirally had opposition from this class. Theii._, 
too he could hfirdly be expected to "stand in" with the small property 
owners, who f-ornished the bulk of his ovm. psu'ty — certainly not with all 
of them, on account of what was considered his too favors.ble Indian 
policy. 

But during the first six years of his administration Duval caiT..; 
nearer having his ov/n way than later. Even at first, however, he was 
accused of playing favorites. For instance, he was charged with havir_:; 
the election lav/s so v^Titten by the first territorial cotmcil in IS^'E; 
as to favor James C, Bronough in his race for territorial delegate to 
Congress, Congress may xi£!.ve felt this v/ay , too, for in 1823 Congresr 
annulled the territorial election lav; as it hod c. right to do. 

Beginning in 1S2S Dn.val's administration v/as to meet with much 
more opposition. He was opposed to tlie wholesale establisiment of banks, 
which the big planters, exrjecting to benefit by them favored. In this 
the latter won out, for the legislative council overrode Governor 
Duval's vetoes of its banking acts, 

Duval had great influence over the Indians, for ho seems to h'wc 
wanted to treat them fairly and protect their rights to territory assigi-- 
ed them in Central and Southern Florida; but in this territory many- 
white men emigrated who peld little attention to fairness in their deal- 
ings v/ith the red men. The trouble over the relations between the 
Indians and the whites had, however, only started, as a dark cloud on the 
horizon, when Dtival wont out of office. Probably Duval could not have 
prevented tho struggle tiiat began the next year, but, as he seems to have 
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gotten the red men to agr^c to a compromise over territory. At Lmy rate 
this was not to be tested. 

Soon after Governor Duval's term of office expired ho moved away, 
protably "back to Kentucky, but returned in I836, and in I83S he was 
chosen a member of Florida's first constitutional convention at St, 
Joseph. By only one vote v/as he defeated for the presidency of the Con- 
vention and he was chosen chairman of its Executive Department Committoe, 
We h",ve seen how Duval opposed the reckless establishment of banks in 
Florida, and in the Convention he evidently foimd otliers to agree with 
him, if he did not get them that v/ay by his inf lu.ence ; for the constitu- 
tion adopted provided that no officer or director of a bank could hold 
political office in Florida until one yocr after he had ceased to be such 
officer or director. By this time the people cf Florida had begun to see 
that Duval v;as right about the banks 

In IS39 Duval, then living in Calhoun Cconty, was chosen State 
Senator and in ISUl he was made cliairman of the Assembly Judiciary Com- 
mittee, He was also chosen president of the Senate that year but ^con 
resigned, TiYhether his resignation v/as because President Jolm Tyler 
appointed him as Civil Law Agent for Florida in IShl is not indicated in 
anything the writer has read. At any rate the position v/as soon abolished. 

In ISU3 Duval moved to East Florida and engaged in the practice 
of law. Two years later, Florida's first State Governor, Willlain D« 
Mosley, appointed Duval as a boundry commissioner to serve with similar 
commissioners from Georgia and Alabama to determine the correct bound*, 
aries between those states and Florida., 

In ISUS Duval rsn for Congressman from Florida, but was defeated 
by Edward Carrington Cabell, the V/ldg candidate. The next year he moved 
to Texas (first to C-alveston and later to Austin) in which he seems to 
have been interested for more tlian a decade, TlThilo on a visit from Texas 
to TTashington in an official capacity of some sort, Governor Duval died 
May, 1S5^, at the age of cibout 70 years. His remains v/ere interred in 
the National Cemetery, 

The v/riter has been unable to obtain -the date of the mpxriage of 
William Pope Duval, except to ascertain that it v;as in his early tvrenties , 
while he was residing in Kentucky, probably at Eardstown. Of Ncjicy Hynes, 
the girl \7h0m Duval married, the v/riter has been unable to find any 
genealogical information, except tiiat she was the dau^-hter of Col. William 
R, Hynes, Duval's vdfe died in ISUl at St, Joseph, a victim of the 
yellow fever epidemic, which helped to kill that ill-fated city. The 
m-.rriage of Willxom Pope Daval to Nancy Hynes resulted in the follov/ing 
children: 

Burr Duval, Thomas Hov/tird Duval, John Crittenden Duval, Marcia 
Duval, Elizabeth Duval, Ivi.?Ty Duval, Laura Harrison Duval and Florida 
Duval , 

It would moice this paper entirely too long to attempt to tell 
of Governor Duval's decendants, of v:hom many axe yet living, Among these 
deccndants have been authors, soldiers, statesmen and business men. 
Public officials have not been uncommon. Burr Duval, the governor's 
eldest son, was killed at the Goliad massacre in San Antonio; John 
Crittenden Duval was a successful Texas author of Texas historical short 
stories; Duval '.Test, a grondson living in San Antonio, Texas, was a U, S, 
Court judge in 193^ and probably is yet; Helen Beall a granddaughter, 
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married David FraTiklin Houston, who filled caoinet positions under 
president Wilson. The above is enoti.gh to sa;.' that G-overnor Duval's 
descendents have helped to make history^ Nor is the DuvdI connection 
with history confined to the United States alone, Elizabeth Galloway, 
a granddaughter of G-overnor Duval, mrvrried, as her second husband, 
the faraous T. P. O'Connor, member of the En^rlish Parliament for many 
years, A grandson of Mrs^ O'Connor by her first marriage, Brian Gal- 
loway, is a British author and lives in London. In fact Ursc O'Connor 
is an author herself. She lives most of the time in Nice Prance, 

Tallahassee people will be interested in Grovernor Duval's 
account of his relation to the history of their city. That he was 
governor when the capital site was chosen and that through a period 
of ten years his home was within the present city lini'ts are both 
interesting facts. But Tallahasceeans will be more interested in 
Icnowing that Governor Duval recommended a canal from Lake Jackson to 
the Ochlockonee in order to make Tallahassee a seaport. Men had big 
dreams in those days* 

Governor of Florida, Duval first lived in the southeastern 
part of the present city of Tallahassee,, his home standing on land 
now occupied by the Country Club Estates. The pond where one sees so 
many of Ex-Governor Martin's ducks now swimming was long Icnown as 
"Duval's First", and while the writer has not investigated deed records 
to see what lands Governor Diaval owned, it is very likely that the 
whole of the pretty hammock in the eastern i^ext of our city was on his 
property. The Governor's second home was on the hill now occupied by 
the buildings of the Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College for 
Negroes, It would take a search of old deed records, such as I have 
not had time to make, to find out if the Governor's second home was on 
a part of the same tract of land occupied by the first. 

Governor Duval's name is still commemorated by Duval Street, 
but the fact that it was he who was governor of Florida during the 
early years of Tallaliassee and that he was anxious to give the town 
a good start is more interesting to us than any mere name. Here was a 
man who issued the original proclamation making Tallahassee the capi- 
tal. Here was a man who through his courage succeeded in persuading 
the red man to move from here without a struggle. Here was a man who 
stood out against combinations of capital waich would tend to hurt 
Florida, when others could not see their injurious possibilities. 
From this distance he appears to have been a real friend of the common 
people— a true democrat. Let us honor his memory. 
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THE PROCTORS - A TRUE STORY OF ANTE-BELLUM DAYS AND SINCE 



Delivered "by'^ Henry E, Pa ir 
April 13, iyii' ^ 

One of the most intesting characters historically ever to settle 
in Tallahassee was Goorge Proctor, a negro, who came to Florida in the 
early lS30's, first settling in St. Augastine , but moving to Tallahassee 
a little later. George Proctor was born in the British West Jndies and 
was a free man when he came to Florida, if he was not free born. After 
George Proctor moved to Tallahassee, his father, Antonio Proctor joined 
him. This Antoinio Proctor seems to have been acquianted with the language 
of the Florida Indians, for Governor R^ K, Gall appointed him as an Indian 
interpreter during the war with the Seminole Indians, Antonio Proctor died 
in Tallahassee in 1855. 

George Proctor soon entered the business of contractor and builder 
and as such built many of the old houses in Tallaliassee. Among these were: 
the brick residence at the corner of Monroe and Georgia Streets, known as 
the Chairos building; the house now occtipiod by the Misses Clark on North 
Calhoun Street; and three houses, similar in architecture on the south 
side of McCarthy Street, now Park Avenue, The three houses on McCarthy 
look so much alike that thoy have been called the"Thr09 Sisters." 

Right here allow me to say that it is a pity to change the name 
McCarthy Street to Park avenue. The nviae McCartliy has historical signifi- 
cance, referring, as it does to an early English settler of Tallahassee, 
but the name, PaTk Avenue signified nothing of historic value, 

George Proctor took as his wife, one ITrxncy, a good-looking slave 
girl, whom he bought from James Lockamon, She bore him six children, viz: 
Charlotte, George Ann, John, Bahama, Mary and George Jr., John who furnish- 
ed the information for this paper, was born in ISkk, This year is inter- 
esting for another event: the Ames home at the corner of Adams aJid St, 
Augustine Streets w?.s begun in IZhk. It was first occupied as a banlc ajad 
cabled the Florida Exchange Bank, The bank was run by Br o die & Tucker, 
Later it v/as bought by Dr. Barnard, a druggist, and used as a residence- 
but to get bc>x:k to the Proctors, 

As said above, George Proctor's father, Antonio Proctor, served in 
the Indian War, IS35 — ISU2, For this service Antonio thought he should 
be pensioned, but failing to get his pension, Antonio Proctor died a dis- 
appointed, old man, 

Antonio Proctor's son, George, got the gold fever along with many 
white men, when gold was discovered in California in iSUg. Accompanying 
George from Tallahassee to St. Maxks for embarkation for California were 
the following well-known white men: Jolm Galbraith , whose son in subse- 
quent years become Secretary of State; George McMullen, brother of Mrs, 
Henrietta Ames; a Mr, Blood; and a Mr, Bartlett, John Proctor, then a 
small boy, accompanied his father to St. Marks. At the time George Proctor 
left for the gold fields, his youngest son, George, Jr., was an infant of 
six months. 
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Sut nov/ v/e como to the most intcrosting, thougli painful and 
inoxiilicablc part of t'ho story. V/hen George Proctor left Talldiassce for 
Qj^]_if ornia he did not h"VG sufficient money for financing himself <as he 
wished, so he mortgaged his wife ond children to get the additional 
money ^7antod. The mortgage was never paid md the negroes were sold by 
Robert H. Berry, a-uctioneer. Nancy, mother of George Proctor's children, 
was sold to Mr, George L, Rutgers , a banker; Ch.ai'lottc , Mcry and George, 
Jr. , v/ere sold to Col. Scott; Georgia Ann was sold to a Mr, Fernando, but 
the latter sold her to Mr, E, C» Lewis; and Robert T/illiams bought John 
and BpJhama. Later, however, John va.Q bought by Mr, Mathew Lively, v/ho 
kept him until he was freed. 

It appears that George Proctor inight luwe done better by his 
family, for although he did not succeed in making a lucky strike in the 
mines, he did m ,ko twenty dollars a dfiy in California contracting and 
building, George Proctor TOuld write to his family occasionally, and 
wo- lid sometimes send home a cold nugget. But v/hy at the wages he was 
making George Proctor did not save his family from slavery is mistifying. 

Some things \/ould indicate he loved them, although mortgaging 
their bodies did not. He brouflat a VToraan from the irJioia'-s , who actud as 
governess for his children, until the family ■.; as broken up, Tnis womrn, 
Lydia Stout was his cousin, and she later married Jim Smith, slave of a 
Col. Pirf.oiey Craig, who lived on Craig Hill south of Tall ahc'.s see. 
Proctor must have loved his wife, or he would not have paid out good 
money for her purch'..se, 

Fortunately for the Proctor fanlly the Civil 'Jar resulted in 
their freedom before many yorj-s , but '3-corgo Proctor had already died in 
f.-^T-away California two ./rars before that straggle ended. After the war 
Procter's sons and dua{^itors had a rather inte.i-esting history, Baiiama, 
ncmod for the islands from v/hich his father came to Florida became a 
■successful farmer loved -Jid trusted by his Old Master and the fcmily. He 
left a 1-irgo foinily of 10 children, 63 grandchildren, and 36 great grand- 
children. He died on the Finlayson pl.^ntation. 

George Proctor, Jr, moved to Jefferson County, nnd he, too, be- 
came the father of a large family. In 1873 George Proctor, Jr., represent^ 
cd Jefferson County in the State Legislature, 

John, the other son .and the narrator of this story, did not 
succeed at farming, but he took up brick-laying at which he was more 
successful. Ho bcc^ome a nombcr of the House of Eepresento.tives IS73 ^^J^d 
'^f the Florida State Senate in 1882, serving at the sessions of IS83 and 
1885, a,s Leon County's rcprosentativG in the upper house, Mrs, N, ^. Epps 
tells the following story to prove John Proctor's honesty, t?hen she was 
a rlrl rf twelve , her nether gave her $12^,00 to Hopkins & Conrprmy to 
settle certain accounts, but when she reached the store, to her horror, 
tiiG money vvas gone. An hour or two cfter the young lady had reached heme 
and relr-.tcd to her mother the story of hor loss, a negro boy made liis 
c.ppeo-ranco with the follov/ing tale. "I was standing on the corner rjid 
saw this young lady going up the street at Ileginnics^corner, Slie dropped 
something that rolled into the 'nally, I picked it up and followed her to 
the store, but I did not ^rnov.' v/ho she was, so I asked Mr. Hopkins, He 
replied, 'She is my niece, Miss Bradford ', So I cnr.e on here and here's 
rour pui'se," Upon opening the purse, MioS BraAf crd, now Ivirs, Eppes, 
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found that every dollar was there. 

You will, of com-se , want to know what else happened to John 
proctor besides his election to the Florida House and to the State 
Senate. In due time he m^vrried cjid became the father of seven children 
12 grand-children and seven groat-grand-chilirGn. He became a conmuni- 
cant of the Episcopal Church in Tallaimssee , :;.nd can still be seen 
there every Sunday* 

The Proctor's have bad business or other relations viith. many 
prominent people, and this mrJ-ces their story all the more interesting. 
Col. Scott, who bought a niimber of George Proctor, Senior's children, 
when the mortgage against them was foreclosed, later moved to Atlanta 
and was the founder of Agnes Scott College, in honor of one of his 

Dulling Ooorge Proctor's early days in California, the follow- 
ing persons acted as gur.rdians for his children: Dr, Call a dentist 
and brother of Governor Call; Arable & Bond, commission merchants; 
George L, Eutgcrs .canker rnd territorial treasurer of Florida. Dr, 
Call who was father of U, S, Senator VlTilkinson Call, lir.d an office 
occupying a portion of tho present site of the i'loridan Hotel, This 
office had been occupied as early as I833 by Doctors Sradford and 
Parker, and Dr, Brodford, it may be incidentally mentioned, was the 
father of our beloved fellow townsman, Mrs, N, W. Eppos, Dr. Brad- 
ford's partner ran av/ay from Tallchassoc during a yellow fever epi- 
demic and never returned. 
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LEGISLATIVE IrlFOElLlTIOK MD If-IPORTMT EVENTS CONCERNING 
TEERITOSIAL ELOf.IDA FROM 1322 UNTIL 

By W. P. Levis 



An Act of Congress approved Mc^rch 30th 1S22 displaced the 
Military Government of Florida and established our Civil Government. 
TMs Act provided that all the territory ceded by Spain to the 
United States, known by the nemo of East and West Florida, should 
constitute a territory of the United States under the name of the 
Territory of Florida, 

V.'est Florida, was at that time Escambia County, which extend- 
ed from the Perdido to the Suwannee Eiver , with Pensacola as the seat 
of government. 

East Florida was at the time Saint Johna County, :md embraced 
all the territory lying east of the Suwannee Eiver, which means all 
thr.t vast area between the Suwannee Eiver cmd Key West, with Saint 
Augustine as the seat of government. 

The Executive power of the territory was zested In a Governor 
appointed by the President of the United States, 

The Lcgis].ative pov/er was vested in the Governor and thirteen 
of the most fit and discrete persons who v.'here at that time citizens 
of the territory, appointed by the President of the United States, 
by ajid with the consent of the United States Senate, to bo known as 
the Legislative Council, 

The Judicial pov/er was vested in a Superior Court or GorLrts, 
one for East and one for VJost Florida appointed by the President of 
the United States, 

Andrew Jackson was the first territorial Governor of Florida, 
having served from July 1821 until October 1S22 , when ho rcsi.-ncd 
oxid returned to his home "The Hermitage" in Tennessee, 

The first Le^'islative Co\incil of the Territory of Florida 
was held in Pensacola, Florida, the s^sssion beginning on the second 
Monday in June 1822, with the following officers: 

ITilliam P, Duval, Governor, 

J. C. Bronaugh, President of the Legislative Council 
Jolin Coppingcr , Cl,-jrk 

Coppingor died .".nd Y/as succeeded by Kobort Mitchell, 
Bronaugh aiod and was succeeded by Edmund Law, 

The first council was composed of thirteen members, v/hosc 
names ai-e as follows: 

Henry M. Brackenridge P.esigned Dec. 23, 1822 and appoint. 

cd Judge of West Florida, He was 
succeeded by John Do La. P.ua, 

J , C , Bronaugh 
P.ich.rrd Call 
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lliam M, aibson, ^ 
James R. Hanham, 

Joseph Hernandez .Resigned Dec, 23, 1822 and succeeded "by Greenb-ury 

Oaither 

Edmund Law, 
Thomas Lytle , 
Edgar Macon, 
John Miller , 
William Reynolds, 

Bernardo Sigu.i , Resigned Dec. 23 ,1S22 , Succeeded by GecMurray* 

Joseph ?/hite Resigned Dec«23,lS22 and appointed commissioner for 

ascertaining claims and titles to lands in the 
territory and succeeded by Joseph lloriega* 

Important Event s during the year 1S22 were the creation of Duval 
and Jackson Counties, 

An epidemic of yellow fever broke o-at while the Legislative Cotm- 
oil was in session in Pensacola and they had to adjourn their meeting ai-cl 
move to a place known as "Fifteen f,^ile House", Among the first victims wa3 
Dr. Bronaugh the President of the Co-'oncil as well els the Secretary John 
Coppinger , 

Session of 1823 

Wm, P. Duval, Governor, 

Geo, Murray, President of the Council, 

P. J. Fatio, Clerk. 

This the second council was held at Saint Augustine , and it was 
the turn of the TiVest Floridians to experience something of the inconven- 
ience and delays of travel in the territory in those days. Twenty-eight 
days were spent in the journey, meeting many difficulties and dangers. 
The West Ploridians write enthusiastically of the extensive orange groves 
at Saint Augastine, 

At this Council a coiamittee was appointed consisting of Dr. Tmia 
H. Simmons of Saint Augustine and John Lee Williams of Pensacola to 
select a more central point of meeting for the Legislative Councils, 

Dr. Simmons left Saint Augastine for St, Marks, which seems to 
have been the meeting place a^eed upon, on September 26, 1S23 , traveling 
on horseback and on October 10 reached Saint Marks. The record "does nc u 
give the date of deijarturo of Mr. Williams, from Pensacola but states that 
Mr. Williams took the sea route in an open boat from Pensacola, and pJftor 
v/eathering several storms and making observations of the coast and islands 
made the trip to Saint Marks in twenty four days. Upon arrival at Saint 
Ma-rks they visited the Indic-'ji Villages in what is now Wakulla, Gadsden and 
Leon Coionties, and selected Mearaathla's village at Tallahassee as the seat 
of government for the Territory of Florida, 

Important Event s 

I>aring September of this year the first treaty was made with the 
Indians at Moultire Creek and signed by thirty-two of the leading Chiefs, 
During the same year Gadsden cjid Monroe counties wore created. 

Session of 182^ (Tallahassee) 
Wm. P , Duval , Governor , 

Geo, M, Hernandezm President of the Council 
Samuel Fry , Clerk. 
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SESSION or 1825 



Tfci. P . Duval , Governor 

A, Belamy, President of the Coxmcil 

Samujsl Frye , Clerk, 

Important Event s 

The Legislative Co-ancil appropriated $23,000,00 to build a road 
from Pensacola to Saint Aiv:;astine. On Decemljor 9"^^ City of TalloJiassee 
was incorporated. On the 11th of Decerabor 182^ , &jn Act providing for 
the laying out of the Capital City was passed, and patriotism was shown 
in naming the Streets. ConfTess voted $200,000.00 and 23,000 acres of 
land near Ts21ahassee to LaFayette , which was later settled hy emigrant 
from Prance, LaPayette never visited his domain but was much interested 
in its development, 

Archille Murat , yon of the King of l-Jax^les, emigrates to Plorids 
first living at Saint Augustine and later near Tallahassee , where he 
died, Ke also had a home in Jefferson county. 

No meeting in 1S2d but on May 15th of this year, the Legislativi 
Council was made elective f rom Di stricts formed by the Grovernor, 

F irst Session of 182 7 

Wm, P. Duval, Governor, 

K. D. Stone, President of tho Council, 

Geo. E, Tingle, Clerk, 

Second Session of 1S27 

Wm, M. McCarthy, Acting Governor 

John L, Doggott, President of the Council, 

A, Bclamy, Clerk, 

Important Event s 

Jefferson Coimty created or set off from Loon, and Hamilton and 
Madison coxmties creatod. 

Sections N"'Ji.n.ber iS of each township reserved by Act of Congress 
for educational pixrposos, later this splendid provision vms nullified 
in ISl^-S in Plorida. 

Session of lS2g 

Wm, P . Duval , Governor , 

Peter Alba, President of the Council, 

Thomas Munroo , Clerk. 

Import:mt Events. 

Judicial Circuit formed for the whole of South Florida, coiort 
to sit at Key West, First bank organized at Tallahassee, which was 
known as the Bank of Florida, Act providing for tho laying out of the 
towns of Monti cello i.nd Keyy^^s passed. 
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P • Duval , Governor . 
A, 'Belmriy , President of the Council, 
'Tliomas l:^Jm.'oc , Cleric, 

I mportant Event s , 

Privilege extended to eloct iiicmTjcrs of tiie Courjjcll by coiinties, 
and at the time fifteen coiinties were created so this ir.crcascd the 
representatives two, ivhich made fifteen mombors, Eoad buildings mcide 
progress dioring this year as King's 'P.oo.d. from Saint ATigustinc to Cole- 
raine on the St. Marys was built. And the road from Saint Augustine to 
Pcnsacola was actxu.',lly ccmpletcd as far as Tallahassee during tMs yc'iro 

No meeting v/as held in IS30 

due to the change cf law as to the 

mooting date , but under 

I mportant Events 

Pounding of Saint Joseph Legislative Council encourages plans 
roads and canals to aid internal transportation. Bank of Saint Au§u:'.ti:.e 
chartered. Salt works established at Saint Andrews Bry, 

Session of IS3I 

Wra, P, Duval, Governor, 

A. Eoll.-iraj'', President of the Council, 

John K, Campbell, Clork, 

I mport Tint Events 

Commencement of -cai era of wildcat banking and boom tov.'ns in 
Florida, An Act providing for the laying out of the towns of Marianna 
and Apalachicola was enacted. 

Session of 1832 . 

Jrmes D. 'Yestcott , Jr. 

Secretary f.md Actix^- G-overnur 
A, Bellamy, president cf the Council. 
Jolm Campbell, Clerk, 

Important Events. 

Treaty v/ith the Indians at Paynes Landing on the Oklav/aha, 
Central Bank of Florida at Tallahassee chartered. 
City of Jacksonville receives cli£.'.rter of incorporation. 
Counties of Columbia and. Franklin created. 

Session of I833 . 

Wm, P, Duval, Governor, 

J, P. Booth, President of the Council, 

Joe B, Lancaster , Cl'i^rk, 
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Ir aport;'rit Events 

EncoiiragoniGnt to establish banks and ncwspo.pers given in the 
Territory. Coranerciol Bank of riorida at Apalachicola nnd Union Bank 
of Florida at Tallahascoe , chartered. 

Session of 18^^- 

Wm, P. Iru.val , Governor 

John Vfcrron, President of the Coimcil , 

Jos, B, Lancaster, Clork, 

Important Events. 

TallcJaaSRCO Railroad from Tall -:ih-as pee tiirough Saint Marks to 
Port Leon chartered. Frjt'mcr's Barjk of Mrrianna, chartered, Hillsbor -ush 
county created. January of t:iis yeoT Congress passed an act allowing 
the council to be divided into House and Senate, Senate was allowed 
eleven members and the House twenty six. 

Session of 1835 . 

John H, Eaton, Governor, 

John Warren, President of the Council, 

Jos. B. Lai^castor , Clerk, 

Important Events , 

Beginning of the Indian Wnr. Dade Massacre Doccmbor 25th. 
Osceola becomes prominent loader uf Se-dnolc Indioji affairs in Florida,. 
Bank and Trust Company of Saint Augustine chartered. 

Session of 1836 , 

John H. Eaton, Governor, 

R, Fitzpatrick, President of the Council, 
Jos. B. Lancaster , Clerk, 

Important Events , 

Indiati Wtir continues, B,ank of Saint Joseph chartered. First 
railroad in Florida and third in the United States, from Tallahassee 
through Saint Marks to Port Leon completed. 

Session of 1837 

H. A, Call, Governor, 

Jackson Morton, President of the Council, 
Jos. B. Lancaster, Clerk, 

Import ojit Events 

December of this year Battle of Okeechobee, hardest battle of 
the Indian war, fought, Osceola captured and imprisoned. Year of much 
financial distress and bank failures all over the United States, 
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Session of 1838 



E. K, Call , G-overnor , 

Thomas Brown, President of the Council 

J. S, EolDinson, Clerk, 

Important Events , 

First Constitutional Convention held at Saint Joseph. 
Calhoun County created, 
Osceola dies at Fort Moultrie, 

Session of 1S39 

E, K, Call, Governor, 

John Wairren , President of the Senate, 

E, L, Drake, Speaker of the ?Iouse, 

Important Events, 

Constitutional Convention at Saint Joseph, adjourned having 
given Florida its first Constitution, which was suhraitted to the voters 
for ratification in May 1S39 and adopted, 

iviEMBEES OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL GOITVEI-ITION HELD AT SAINT JOSEPH 





m 1838 




ALACHUA 


FEAl^TCLIlI 


LEON 


Isaac Garrison 


A, G, Seeraes 


Geo. T. Ward 


E, K, White 


C. E. Bctrtlett 


Jolin Tay!^or 


Edmund Bird 




Thorao.s Browne 




aADSDEN 


Samuel Pe^rktiill 


CALHOUN 


Banks Meacham 


James D, Wescott,Jr, 


\7m. P. Duval 


John W, Mai one 


Leigh Eead 


Eichard C, Allen 


John M. G, Hunter 


Leslie A, Thoirrpson 




Samuel B» Stephens 


William Wyatt 


COLUMBIA 






John F. Webb 


HAI^ILTON 


MADISON 


T/ilson Brooks 


Joseph B. Watts 


John C. McGchee 


Geo, C. McClollan 


William B. Hooker 


Eichard I, Mays 


DADE 


HILLS30E0UGH 


MCNEOE 


Eichard Fitzpatrick 


(Listed no members) 


William M-nrvin 






Joseph B, Browne 


DUVAL 


JACKSOII 




Alexander W.Grichton 


Thomas Baltzell 


MOSQUITO 


Oliver \1or6. 


Samuel C, Bellamy 


William F. Williams 


Samuel Y. Garey, 


Alfred L, Woodward 






Eichard H. Long 


NASSAU 


ESCAMBIA 




James G, Cooper 


Jackson Morton 


JEi'j'j23iSOTT 


William Haddock 


Benjamin D. Wright 


Abraham Bellamy 




Thomas M. Blount 


Jolm M, P or tridge 


SAINT JOHNS 


Walker Anderson 


Joseph McCants 


Joseph S, Sanchez 




E.Carrington Cabell 


Robert Eaymond Eeid 






David Levy 
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Edwin I. Jenckes 



John L. McKinnon 
Daniel G. McLean 



T/ASHIircTOlT 
Stephon I, Hoche 
E, Robbins, 

Session of ISUO 



Robert Raymond Reid, Governor 

John V/arren , President of the Senate 

Richrrd H, Long, Speaker of the House 



Important Events 

Murder of Dr. Henry Pcrrine at Indian Key and destruction of the 
lighthouse at Cape Florida "by so called Spanish Indians. Port Leon, the 
terminus of Tallahassee Railroad near Saint Marks destroyed by hurricane. 

Session of 18^-1 

Robert Raymond Roid, Governor 

Wm, P. Duval, President of the Senate 

Peter n, Gauticr, Speaker of the House 

Important Events 

Indian Uar brought to a close, 

Yello^v fever wipes out the tcvm of Saint Joseph, 
Session of lSk2 



R, K. Call, Governor, 

Tfia, H, Srookenbrougla , President of the Senate 
N. y. Walker, Speaker of the House, 



Important Events . 

Passage on August '4 of the Armed Occupation Act giving lands to 
settlers in Florida, An Act of repudiation of territorial bonds passed 
by the Legislative Council, All banks suspended payment. For nine years 
till IS5I no banks functioned in Florida, Santa Rosa county created. 

Session of lgU3 



R. K, Call, Governor, 

George Walker, President of the Senate 

Jos, B, Lancaster, Clerk 



I m-portcnt Events 

ITew era of settlement in South Floirda, by reason of the Armed 
Occupation Act, on both cast and west coast. Benton County, later known 
as Hernando County created. Also V/akulla county created. 

Session of IBhh 



R. K, Call, Governor, 

George 'Jalker , President of the Senate 

Jos, B, Lancaster, Clerk, 
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I niportant Event s 



Marion and ZBrevrxrci coimtics created. Florida preprrea for 
statehood. Governor Call in Ms message tc the Couricil urges tliat 
Florida assiame tlie responsibility of a State government. 

Session of 18^5 

Jclin Brc'jich , G-ovcrnor , 

Geo, '", ;.IacRo.o , President of tlu; Senate 

17ni. 5. Forwoj?d, Clork, 

Impor trait Events . 

Levy County created, 

March 30 Fieri 'li^ :-nd Iowa becane States by the sairie Act, 
Doctor John Gorrie , invents md patents first raacMne for 
molcLng artificial ice. 



Scs_sion of the Lc,5:islature cf 18^ -5, 
Seventeen Senators r>Jid forty-one Ilcnhors of the House, 
"I, D, Moslcy, Governor, 

Jcjves Bajthclot, President cf the Senate 
H. ^cher, Spcciicer cf the Hoxisc, 

Inportajit Events . 



FLORIDA BECOIvlES A STATE 



PORT SM LUIS 



By Amy Goodtody 
Delivered - October 12, I933 

(The greater part of the information in this paper was obtained 
from an ai'ticle entitled "The Poiins of Fort San Luis Near Tallahassee" 
by Dr. Venila Lovina Shores found in The Florida Historical Society 
Qu-:a-terly, Vol, 6, Ko. 2, October, I927) 

"Prom Spanish records historians (jeannette T, Connor and 
Herbert E. Bolton) have learned that Fort San Lius, established about 
16^, vi'as not only a place for safety but also the mission center 
from v;hich the Franciscan friars carried on their work of conversion. 
The territory included by the workers frou! chi? mission embraced at 
least northern and western Florida, Georgia, siic"'. Alabama. From the 
same soTirces it lias been learned tlmt within a radius of twenty miles 
there were several raissions dependent upon San L-'oas, but the exact 
location of few is Icnown today. That they v/ere established at points 
of vantage for work araong the Indians is certain." 

"At the present time there is nothing to show definitely the 
location of this old mission-fort, San Luis; hov/over , the vn*iter be- 
lieves that in the spring of I926 bricks forming two of the corners 
were found, thus pcirtially identifying its location," Tlie site is a 
hill-top about tvra miles west of Tallaliassee on the old Quincy road. 
It hr.s been described as "the only high -Tijid perfectly commanding spot 
in this part of the country; a narrov: winding ridge rises gradually 
for half a mile, ending in a very higli bluff, sui-rounded by a deep 
swamp, on this bluff the fort was erected," 

In "A View of West Florida" by Jolm Leo Williams, IS2U, we 
road that: "The Spani.-rds first entered the Apalachicola Bay, -md 
ascended the rivor to the junction of the Chattahoochee and Flint 
where they erected a strong fortress , This fort perfectly command- 
ed all those rivers for several miles, but it w.-.s too far inland; the 
rivor is swift, -Jia difficult to ascend; the post was finally abandoned 
and the forco removed to St. Marks. From St. Moxks a considerable 
colony was extended up into the country of Tallahassee, the old country 
of the Yomassos, end Fort St. Loxiis was built for their protection--," 
Here the Spanish enjoyed the friendship of the Indian inhabitants (the 
Yamassees rjid Atimacos) cultivating fields among them and intermarrying 
with them. 

Reference is made to the Pcnsacola Gai^ctte of April 25, 182^ 
as giving the following description of the fort: "Fort St. Louis was 
built on an elevated spot of gro-and -round a hollow, from the bottom 
of wMch issuo two springs tlvat furnish nn abundant supply of v/atcr , 
but wliich after running but a few yards, again sink into the ground." 
Wg find further from tho Pcnsacola Gazette and *7est Florida Advertiser, 
liovcmbor 27, 1S21+, that its "form was an irregalar parallelogram; the 
eastern rjid longest side was fifty-two paces. Within the moat, two 
brick edifices had been erected; one sixty by forty, the other thirty 
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by twenty feet. Thore were bastions at each corner. The outw.-xd defenses 
are extensive. A covered way led to a spring, in a deep ravine, xmder 
the north-cast vdng of the fort," 

From a letter of Judge H. M. Erackenridge , of Florida, to Colo- 
nol 7Mte, the delegate from the Territory, wo learn of the destruc- 
tion of the fort. "TThile in Ch(u:lcston I mot v/ith an English work, 
Robert's account of Florida, I763, which gives a piece of history* 
apparently little known. The district of Apalachc , it appears was in- 
habited by a race called Atimaco Indians with whom the Spaniards became 
intermingled. The Yoraassce Indians who lived near St. Aug-astine backed 
by those of Apalache ina,de frequent excvirsions into the new settlements 
of Soi-ith Carolina threatening them with total destruction. In conse- 
quence of this Colonel Moore, Governor of that State, made three inroads 
into their country, in the years I702 , IJOk , ojid I706 m.-rching to the 
Flint Paver, then toking a direction south towards Tal 1 alias see Gov, 
Moor had the assistance of some Creek allies in his expeditions, "In 
the last expedition, he entirely defeated the Spanish Governor, the 
don Juan Moxia, killing r.nd taking prisoners above SOO of the Spanish 
and Indians—. Don Mexia himself being one of the prisoners— Colonel 
Moor transported ikOO of the Indi.-Jis and fixed them in a settlement near 
the Savannah River, The settlements were entirely destroyed," 

From Captain Surch who surveyed the ground for the national 
higliway from Pons:acola to St. Aug'astine in lZ2k , we get there details, 
"Captain Bui'ch met v/ith aja old Indian near Tallahassee of the Creek *' 
Nation, who appcaj^od to be of great age and who informed him that he 
had boon in a wax which destroyed these settlements. His age could not 
be precisely determined, but from circumstances it was thought that it 
could not be less than one hundred ajid thirty or forty--. At the time 
of the wax with the Spanish he was in the prime of life and recollects 

very particularly all its circurnstajices, the Indians made repeated 

attempts r.t St. Louis, and were as repeatedly repulsed, being una.ble to 
withstajid the cajinon.. They then mustered their whole force and after 
laying waste the whole country, they ma^de a final effort by investing 
the fortified places; and endeavoring to starve them out, Tliey were 
encamped principally on the north side of the Fort; the Sp-nish prepar- 
ed everything for evacuating it, and retired in the niglit to the fort ' 
on the Ocolockony,, The first intimation to the Indians of the retreat, 
was the explosion of the Fort; the ccmnon were so broken and injured as 
to be iinfit for use, and is still to be seen., The country having thus 
fallen into their hands, together with the Yamassy tribe of Indians, 
with whom the Sp:Jilsh ha.d intormaxricd , and lived on a most friendly 
footing; the males v/ere all destroyed, and the women token for wives or 

slaves, He represents the Spanish poptaation to have been very 

numerous, but could give no precise idea of their nmibers— . The Indians 
■i;id no fireaxms being axmed with bows ajid axrows and clubs. In order to 
protect thonsolvos from the effect of the shot they suspended thick 
boards about their necks ajid which did not always answer the purpose. 
The Indians have preserved a superstitious story vvhich keeps them at aji 
av/ful distance from Saji Luis. They sv^- tha.t the Spaniards, on quitting: - • 
San Luis buried their church ornaments and with them some bottles of ' 
nedicine (magic) wliich v/ould prove fatal to then if they were touchecl. 
I'hoy cajinot bo provailA^ upon to noccnjieiny the wliites there even tc 
Biicys,] the place>^'^ 
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Of the state of the ruins aljout 1798-1300 we find a short 
description in the joxirnal of Andrew Ellicott who v/as at that tine 
rtmning the boundojry for the United States govermcnt in conipliancc 
v/ith the treaty of San Lorenzo v/ith Spain (179^4-): "It is now tolerah- 
ly nhandoncd and sCtrrcoly a vestige of the scttloaent nov7 remains, 
except the rLijias of a fort, one or two pieces of old artillery, almost 
in a state of icconposition," 

IvIr.John Lee lillioias, one of the commissioners sent out to 
select a site for the capital of Florida, in writing to Richard Keith 
Call in 1823, gives us his view of the fort, "Ajnong the curiosities 
of the country we discovered an old Spanish Fort on a commanding hill 
about half wr^- fron Oclocloiey to Tallahassee. -— It had bastions 
near the angles, and in the spring about 50 ft, dovm the ravine, east 
of the works, wo discovered the broach of a six-pound field piece and 
near it another piece of the sane dimensions , fron which the nnizzle 
was broken. Later (1827) writing in "A View of West Florida" the sane 
author fiorther states that one of the cannon had been removed to 
Tallahassee "and again awakens the echoes of the distsmt hill on days 
of rejoicing. Many articles of old iron have been discovered about 
this old ruin. Before it, trees and grape vines grow, in the order in 
which they were planted: the rows are distinctly traced, although over- 
run with a more recent forest." 

A description in the Pensacola Gazette of April 25, lS2k , tells 
of the findings of Captain Burch while surveying the road from Pensa- 
cola to St, Augustine, "I have learned sorae very interesting particulars. 
— traces of Spanish settlouents are found. The first is a fort St, Louis, 
at least its I'uins , situated about six miles east of Oclockony and north 
by west 25 miles from St. Marks, This place has more of the apperjrance 

of having been a fortified town than a mere fortification ." One of 

the springs "on being opened by Captain Burch, displayed a wooden box or 
trunk in which it had been enclosed — ." 

Again in the Pensacola Gazette of April 2, 1825 we read of its 
appearance. "These (the two brick edifices) ai-e in total ruins, and 
nothing but the moiuid appears where the walls stood, composed wholly of 
broken bricks, which had been composed of a coarse sandy clay and 
buried in the modern fashion. Yet on the very walls of these buildings 
within the outworks of this fort, are to be seen grape arbors in paral- 
lel lines, which still maintain their pristine regularity," 

We find that in early territotial days many merry-makings were 
held at Fort San Luis. "It was here that Prince Kurat and Mrs, Catherine 
Dangerfield Gray first met." Prince Murat is quoted as having said, 
"I met Kate the first time at a picnic. It was at old Fort St, Luis; 
her shoes were so much too large for her that one slipped off, I did 
seize it and drank to her health," 

This site is still a favorite with hikers and piclmickers , its 
beautiful spring and wooded surroundings making a desirable and q-uiet 
retreat. 
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SOME EXTHACTS FROM THE HISTORY OF THE 
GAIfflLE FAMILY IN 5X0RIDA 



Ey Marjorie Fain 

Delivered ITovembor 9, 1933 

John Grattarx Gamble and his brother, Eotert , were early pioneerB 
of this section of Florida, Both -kvere born in Sichrriond, Virginia, at 
the faraily mansion, G-rey Castle, on Gniihle's 17111, 

They rcre sens of Robert Gamble, of P.evolutionejry fame, who was 
a persor.al fT:'.s--d of Washington, ajiid ./ho v:as a Captain leading "The 
Forlorn ?Iope'' ttcr'ning Stony Point on the Hudson, which captured the 
fortreBS, His orl£;;'.-ial muster rolls, with the names of all the volunteern. 
and the regi-nenls from which they volunteered, is atill in the possessijr 
of his descendan-'-So 

John ard Robert were wholesale shipp^^rs, oivning their ovm shi},s 
Their business was ruined by enforcemerit of the "Embargo" under Jeffer- 
son's adniini strati on. John took a contract on the construction of the 
James river canal, in which Robert assisted him. With the money from t>.. 
work they bought a large tract of land in Jefferson County, Florida, 
which they divided into tv/o plantations, naming them Waukeenah, which 
belonged to John, and Weelaunee , which belonged to Robert, 

John Grattan cameout to Florida first, v/ith his family, his 
household goods and his negroes. They arrived in Tallahassee Christmas 
Eve. IS23, after a journey of forty-two days, and camped that night 0:1 
the St. Augustine road, just across the present bridge over the St. 
Augustine branch, Robert cpono out in 1826, with his family, John Gamble 
married Nancy Peyton Greenup, duaghter of Christopher Greenup, one of 
the first Governors of Kentucky. Robert mm-ried Letitia Breckenridge , 
a member of the distinguished family of Virginia, by whom he had a larf,e 
ftsmily; James, Robert H. , Gary 3., Edwc'a-d li^, , and several daughters, v/ho 
lived in Tallahassee and wore prominent in the community. 

As both brothers had Inrge families, their homes became center'^v 
of social interest, and their hospitality proverbial. Robert who, in 
Richmond, was CaptrAn of tiic celebrated "Ricximond Blues", entertained at 
his home the officers of the United States Ari:iy stationed in Florida to 
quell the Indian troxibles. After their withdrawal tiiesc officers sent to 
him a double sot of very handsome silver vdth their appreciation engra^'-ed 
on ech piece. Later, John and Robert removed to Tallahassee, John living 
on his plantation "Ncahmathla" , on the Augustine road, nmed for the 
Indian Chief Neahmathla, v/ho§e village was on that tract. There he lived 
until his death, 1259, and is buried in Tallahassee. Robert lived in the 
old Gamble House on College Avenue until he removed to Baltimore, whero 
he lived until he died, 

John Grattan was the founder of the first bank in To-llahassce« 
Having made numerous friends in Europe while in the shipping business 
he tood a trip abroad to sell stock in his establishment. He succeeded 
in selling all of his stock, but upon his return he found the bank in 
a perilous condition due to unwise speculation made by his directors 
Y/hile he vras abroad. Upon discovoring this he refused to use the money 
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of his friends, r.nd rctiirnod to tho continojit tc refund it. The books 
kept by tMs bank arc now in tho Lev/is StJitc Barjk of Tallahassee, 

RoLort , Son of John Grratt?ji Oarnble : 

Major Robert Gamble was born ir. Ricimond at Grey Castle on 
Gtimble's Hill, which is now a public pork. Xlhen the families rcnovcd 
tc Florida, he was a child and his childhood rmd maJihood v/cro spent in 
riorida. Ho served in both Indicji Tars and in tho Civil War. At the 
battle of tho "Withlacoochec" he rendered distinguished service, as 
recorded in the report of General D-cmcan B. Clinch, U. S. A., to the 
War Depcrtmont. Major C-amble belonged to the Florida Voliijateer Militia, 
His cor;ipo.ny was on tho opposito side of the river from v;hore the figlit 
V7as raging. He swan across njrid Joined the rcgalrrs, where his '^Test Poin\: 
training enabled him to coimand, as those engaged v/ero insufficiently 
officered. In his report of tho ongagoraont , General Clinch nontionod 
him by nacie , and on the strength of that report, fifty years after, he 
received a pension froiA the Govcrnnont , which vras increased by special 
act of Congress on recital of his services. 

Before tho Civil ^.Yar he operated a large sugar making plojit 
on the Manatee river, taking the product to Ucw York in his own ships ^ 
a rnonth being consumed in ncking the voyage. The large t\7o-r>tory concie'--. 
house erected by hin still stands, and Manatee County nov preserves it 
as the refuge of Judah P. Bcnjanin, Secretary of the Confederacy, in I'i^ 
flight to England after Lee's surrender, whore he became Queen's Ccunco . , 
Major Gamble sold his plant to a firm in New Orleans, but the Civil Wa: 
breoking out before payment was completed, the firm refused to -pv^ for 
the negroes vfho had been freed, amounting to over a hundred thousand 
dollars. Mr. Gamble rcturnod to Jefferson Coianty after the sale, where 
lie remained as planter until liis removal to Tallaliassce , where he mar- 
ried Laura Wirt Randall, daUf-^htor of Judge Thomas Fcondall , Judge of ths 
U. S. District Gotu't , and grojiddtiughter of Williar.i Wirt, first Attorney 
General of the United States. Major C-ar.-ible v/as an Elder in the Presby- 
terian Church for more than fifty years ;.md a Mason in higii standing 
for about tlie same length of time. He spent tv/enty-five yerrs of his 
life trying to interest the various officials of the Government, and 
also of the States of tho Union, in the development of an inland vjater- 
^■'ay system extending from Cape Cod, on tho Atlantic, to the r.outh of 
tho Mississippi river, on the Gulf of Mexico, v/hich included a canal 
across Florida. Congress appropriated money to publish his p.aLTphlct cn 
tho subject , and afterwards to print an appendix. These Major Gamble sent 
to every member of Congress for ycjjrs, also to every ropresontr.tive of the 
Legislatures of every StCvte , to every Chcober of Corjmerce , every Board of 
Trade rnd all public organizations in every S^ate, This will bear fruit 
some day and his xuitiring efforts to bring it about should be remembered 
and recognized. Ho died in his ninety-fifth year, in Tallahassee, where 
ho is buried. He is survived by Ms second daughter, Katherine , now Mrs,, 
Howard Gamble, 
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Robert Kowrjd Q- airible . so ne of Robert (jsnnble , 
An d &rand.-son of Robert Gai.ible . 

Robert Howard Gamble was born in Grove Hill , Bottetoiort 
Coianty, Virginia, in 1S15, a-nd was eleven years of age when lie came 
with his father to Florida, irora an early age he was a most efficient 
aid to his father in the management of his business interests as cotton 
pltxnter, which he really directed from the age of eighteen yerj-s 
throughout the remainder of his father's life^ 

Robert Howard was mt'rried first in 1358 to Hiss Martha Chaires, 
a noted beauty and belle of that day, by whom he had fonr children, all 
still surviving. His first home in Tall.ihasseo after his mnrriage was 
in the largo brick mansion, corner of Adpjns street and Park Avenue, 
built by General Bailey. In ISol he bouf^ht the house on CoHgeI^c Avenue 
now ovmod by Judge Ellis of the Sripromo Co^jrt. After old Col. Gamble 
removed to Baltimore to live, Robert Eowcxd took up his residence in 
his father's house next door and lived there until his death in 1837. 

RoDcrt Ho?fard Gojnblc lives still in the memory and in the 
hearts of many of the citizens of the Tallahassee of today, who love 
and honor hir^ cJid the place ho fillod in the annals of our City and 
of our State. He v/as a successful planter, and was able and ever rcadv 
to join in public enterprises to promote the growth of Tallchassoc, 
He was instrumental in building the first railroad in Leon Conn.ty , and 
also one of the chief promoters of the railroad from Tallriiassec to 
Jacksonville, now jjrrt of the S. A. L. system. 

In politics he was a Whig until all of the Whigs of the South 
were merged into the Democratic pcirty as a re stilt of the w^r. He was 
opposed to the disruption of the Union'when in 1S60 the question was 
agitating and agonizing our whole limd, but like his chief, Robert E. 
Lee, he could not see his State invaded , and he fought for her inter- 
ests during the Civil War as Captain of Gojnbla's artillery, which 
Comp.any he raised himself and commanded at the So-ttle of Olu.stCG, The 
services of this Company has boon commended as bearing a vallicnt and 
effective part in driving back the enemy, who were rarrching on Talla- 
hassoo. One survivor of this Company is Kir . John DcMilly of Tallahassee 
His war record is that of hundreds of others of whom qui- Southland laoj 
justly be proud; but it is for Col. Gcunble's services in the roconstruc 
tion period which followed the war and so sorely tried the hoai'ts of 
our people that Florida owes him hor greatest debt of gratitude. He was 
commissioned in 18dS Comptroller of the State , cmd tho. history -of his 
wise, unselfish -nd loyal devotion to his trust m-y be found in the 
records of that period. In Ir.tor y^ars he refused to become a cafididate 
for the office of Governor, saying ho had done his best for Florida in 
her time of dire need, but that there were others better fitted than he 
to steer the Ship of State, 

In ISyi he mrrriod his cousin Angelica Wirt Robinson of Balti- 
more , Maryland, 

Together as types, "par excellence" of host and hostess Col. 
and Mrs. Gamble continued and added to the traditions of generous 
hospitality which the old home enjoyed far end near. 
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Col, and Mrs, G-uable v/crc connoctGd with St. Jolin's Episcop:.! Clmrch 
of TnllahcuSsce, 

Until Ms death EolDcrt tloward G-arnblc v;r,s felt tc "be an influence 
for good, not only in his hou3 tovm , but tlir OTOghout the State, 

Ivrs, R. H. Gaablo 

A liistorv of the former citizens of Tallahassee v;c\ild bo in- 
ccraplitc withcut the narac of the late Mrs, Angelica E. GrKble , second 
wife of Hobert Howard Gamble, She camo from Baltimore, Mor/lcjid, to 
Florida in the year of hor raarrlage, ISyi , and identified herself abso- 
lutely v/ith TallcihassoG and its interests until her death in Uovenbcr 
1921, Soing a descondojit of William vVirt , first Attorney General of the 
United States, and -also of Charles Y/ilscn Poalc , a celebrated portrait 
painter, brotlior of the famous F.eiabrant peale , she inherited fron 
talented and faraous ancestors the brilliant social gifts which rondercc! 
her an inspiration, whether in private or public circles, Mrs, Gamble 
was foremost in the charitable works of TallrJaassec , cf St. Jolin's 
Episcopa.l Church, of which she v/as a devoted nerabcr , of other churches 
in the City, and of nonsoctarian philanthropy. 

It w.as she who inaugurated the religious services at the City 
Jail, ojid she and her husbcjid were araong those T;ho first supported the 
Tallalu'issee public Library, 

It was she, also, v7ho fcLinded "The Florida Chapter of Colonial 
Drncs in Anerica". She was its first President, and its Honorary Prcsi. 
dent at the day of lier death. 

Her big hear t v/as a by-word. She will long be remcnberod by her 
own compeers, fox and near, for her charn, hor ciilturc , her energy, 
enthusiasm and hor unfailing hospitality; and she v/ill bo rcmemborcd by 
the needy wherever she met them, for her cliarity ond. her words cf good 
cheer, 

Gary, son of Rober t Gam ble , ^ and- s on 
of Robe rt Gamble , 

Dr. Gary Breckenridge GaiTible was born on September 25, 1325, at 
the home of Ms maternal grand-father , General James Breckem'idt;e , at 
Grove Hill, Bottetourt County, Virginia, His mother wa.s Letitia Breck- 
enridge of Fin Castle, Virginia, and his father Colonel Robert Gamble, 
of Gamble's Hill, Richmond, Virginia, \7hon Dr. Gamble was but a year old 
his parents moved to Florida, At ten years Dr, Gamble was attending school 
in Richmond, Virginia. Dr. Gamble entered the University of Virginia at 
the beginning of the 13UU-1-I-5 session, and \ia.s graduated at its close. 
After his graduation fran the University 01 Virginia, Dr, Gamble st\idiod 
at the University of Mai-ylsjad in Baltimore, He returned to Florida and 
practiced medicine with Dr. Jomes Rtindolijh until the war between the 
States. He served in the Confederate Army as Post Surgeon with the rank 
of Major in the Southwestern Army under General Braxton Bragg during the 
entire peiord of the war , or at least until ho was captured at Shlloh 
while caring for the wounded. After the v/ar he practiced medicine in 

(Taken from data compiled abo^■'.t 1928.) 
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Ealtiirore -antil iiis rstirenent in 1901. From then iintil Ms death, 
Ilovsrnoer Sth, 1921, he lived with his da-a,?hter Urs. Charles Lowndes 
at her hoaie , Gymble's Hill, M-oryland. 

Dr C-imb1e "aai-ried Kiss Ed^iarda Sho-.w of St. Augustine, Florida. 
They ord s^vived by two children, nj.^aely, Dr. Cary B, Gamble, Jr., 
of Baltimore, Maryland, and Mrs. Ch-rlns Lowndes (nee, Nannie Gamble), 
ox G^^rdble's Hill, near Ilk Bidpe , Mciryland. 
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LIST OT POSTIAA.STERS WHO HA.VE SERVED IN TA1LAHA.SSEE 
LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

Compiled by G-uyte P, McCord 



POSTMASTER 



DATE APPOINTED 



Ambrose Crane 
I sham G, Searcy 
Benjamin W, Cause 
John P. Davall 
William H, Brodie 
Miles Nash 
Thomas Hay ward 
Miles Nash 
Donald Cameron 
L. M, Hobhs 
Mrs, Mildred Taylor 
Miss Louisa Cameron 
William H, Avery 
S. L, Tibbitts 
William G, Stewart 
David W. Gvjynn 
Edward C, IVeeks 
Harrison Re^d 
Robert B, Gorman 
John McDougall 
Fred Roege (Acting) 
Alexander McDougall 
George I. Davis 
William H, May (Acting) 
William H. May 
Thomas J» Chason 



May 13, 1825 (Established) 

March 25, 1S26 

April 16, ISUl 

March 25, lSl42 

July 9 , 1S^2 

October I3 , ISUs 

March 6, IS5I 

Augast ik, IS5I 

September 21, IS65 

January 23 , 1S66 

March 2S, 1S66 

May 3, 1866 

Augast 1, 1S6S 

April 16, IS69 

March 26, 1873 

July 20, 1885 

March k, IS90 

May lU, I89O 

June 26, 1893 

October 1, 1897 

April 2U, 1912 

J\ine 7, 1912 

August 3, 1916 

February 1, 1921 

June 8, 1922 

Mcrch 1, 1932 



Some former Post Office locations: 

Diamond Corner 
Lester V/ells' Fruit Store 
Bennett ' s Pharmacy 
Black Cat Nevrs Stand 
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EARLY SST'TLERS CF TALLAHASSEE 



1824-1350 

3y A-'tnia Randolph Dozier 

Deliverud December 14- 1933 

"About the time of the location of the site of laxj.ahasace by f-he 
Federal Conmission, 1824, the large nvjnbsrs of slaves hbld "by slave-cwr.ers 
threaten! tig tc -.xceed available acres for ta^ir y^rof itable eiT'nloyment , 
the acquisition by the G:'-;erriment of fer+.ile agric-ultiiral land' opened 
up to the large pl^^'f^ers of Maryland, Virginia, Kentuclcy, Tunnossee and 
the Carolinas, nev/ and inviting fields, and straightway numbers of them 
i::o/ed down and proceeded vigorously to lay hol:[ on tho wide territorial 
opportunity thus offered in this section of Florida. They ■Lrougnx v/itn 
them not only their slaves and bountiful habits of living, but tie culture 
Oi which they saw no reason to forego the purs^-it =imj_'i7 becau e in a 
"frontier country'. The elegance and refineirent -vhich hcd characterized 
the horces they left were the very foundations of the onet they now bull* . 

"In the olc. days Tallahassee was possessed of an all-porvadir?g 
comprehensiveness thau was deligW.ful as Wcj.! as fatal 'cc any '.enLral 
growth. The broad way in which 'they* spcKc of the 'Tallahassee ^ountr}?' 
is Itself suggestive of the scope of her f ar-ret-ching society, vm. the 
generous oonditicns that prevailed thrcugJ.ou': the secticr. made up of the 
•best blood' of the Southland." 

Streets were named in loving loyalty to the deal' States that had 
given citizens. 

Tallahassee tecame the home of many who contributed to the history 
of State and KFation. 

In its social afti-^ities a letter fron Mrs, Thomas Brcwn tc a 
friend in Virginia uescribos Tallahassee as ''a gey place'' with "balls 
every week''. Racing meet,:, v/ere held. Dueling was indulged in to a great 
extent. But not all was gajrety, as is indicated in account 3 of an Indian 
massacre, the scourge of yellow fever, and the "tig fire" of 1843. 

Folloring is a list of early grantees of land containing names of 
families whose descendants are numbered among Tallahasseeans of the 
present time: 

Henry Bond, John Phegan, M. A. Armistead, Allen 'H. Co^em&.n, Allen 
Green, Edward P. Lane, W. B. Draku, L. Armstead, Ghesley Boatright, Isham 
Searcy, Daniel Diltsj John l/oodward, Ghas. Haire, Dennis Doyle, Samuel 
Hov;ard, Joshua Harley, Thc-aas Munroe, George Fishor Jr., renjaJain Ivy, 
ThoEas Brown, Thos. J. 'Jffhite, Sarah Love, Miles Blake, David Sutler, 
R. Farrish, Daniel Mclnnis, R. W. Williams, John Speer, Champion Rhodes, 
T. R, Fetton, Joseph Eeiley, T, C. Harley^ Jamts R, Ringgold, Feter Tardiff, 
James ?Iciley, ?^ancy Hagin, John Lauderman, M, Kerr, Joseph Smith, Robt . 
W. Lane, Anna C. Tingle, Benj . Tennille, Hester Barefoot, :.'ath£n Vickers, 
Alvin Green, John Garj*", John W. Levinus, Susan and Sarah Shavers, Wm. W, 
Ritchie, Jaines Hughes, Richard Sheffer, Thomas Brown, Thomas Bradford, 



Homoo Lowis, Jnraos Mc^Iullin, Alfred Boll, T. C. Dickinson, A. S. Thirston, 
John P. Duval, David C. Uilson, M. H. Poaso, i.iouben Manning , Wtn. ./illians, 
Jaacs Luni, R. K. Call, D. McRainoy, J. LI. Carthy, Daniel Paust, /lLgx Douglas, 
R. Mcintosh, Chas. Austin, Thos. M. Bradford, H. W. Bradon, Bill Sylvester, 
Jamos Van Horn, David Thomas, h, A. Srwin, Chas. V/. Downing, li. Y. 1-tolforcl, 
Thomas G. Collins, John Groon, Eliza ',/othorington, John K. Comptoll, 
Shadrach Atkinson, Richard Hay^Tard, W. S. li. Davis, iiliza Botton, Hardy 
Viokers, Robt. Sturgis , Jossio Hinos, Francis Eppos, Sara, folding, R.C.Allon, 
R. K. West, Prodorick Towlo, Tfci. Ball, Lydia V/right, J, G. Pedrick, John 
Caruthors, to. V/yatt , Eaoul Adams, Parsons I. Hays, Oliver Ormaby Robert 
Butler, Thomas Baltzoll, Lucy Beverly Randolph, Mary Pago Randolph. 

It is intarosting to noto tho number of womon's names appearing in 
this list of land grants. 

Grouping tho above names according to family connection and associ- 
ation gives the professional, business and social interests of Tallahassoo. 



CALL 
BREV/LclD 
LONG 
VfALKBR 



GAIJBLE 
HAGNiSR 
RAITOALL 
WIRT 

raiTAKER 

;/HITE 

BAILEY 

BALTZELL 

BKiiDLEY 

THOMPSON 
\YILLI.^1S 
COTTON 
ELLIOT 



Governor Call of Florida devoted his 6ntire life to tho 
constructive interests of Territory and State. "In 'Florida 
Breezes' his daughter, iillon Call Long, presents Territorial 
society with a fidelity that has preserved for later days the 
spirit and life of a past with its own peculiar chaiTO and 
value." In 'Brevard's History of Florida' Governor Call's 
granddaughter, Caroline Brevard, has loft an invaluable 
legacy. Through his groatgronddaughter, Roinottc Long Hunt, 
the legends of the community are given. 

Those names represent some of Tallahassee's most distinguishec 
citizens. 



Miss Uargarot v/illiams is tho beloved descendant of Noah 
Thompson and J. J. WiUinms. 



BRANCH 

BRiiDPORD 

HOPKINS 

HOUSTOUN 

■WHITEHEAD 

./ILLLUlS 

NASH 

BLAKiS 

P/^ISH 

BYRD 

G-./YInTN 

BERNARD 



All Tallahassoo honors thu beloved reprosontativo , Susan 
Bradford Eppos, who has preserved tho romance of the early 
days in her literary contributions, "Tho Negro of thu Old 
South" and "Through Some Eventful Years". 



Miles Blako of Virginia was a pioneer merchant of Tallahassoo. 
Hiss Sallio Blako, his granddaughter, worthily represents 
tho clan and has oxprossod tho lights and shadows of the 
early days in her "Tallahassee of Yesterday". 
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AECHER Miss Mary Douglas Lewis tolls of her grandfathor, Thomas 

BRYAN Brown, who walked tho joijrnoy from Virginia to Tallahassoo 

BEOWN (his horso being lod) as an oxamplo to his slaves, and 

DOUG-LAS bocauso of tho young mon in his party who had no horses to 

DENHAM rido. Ho sorvod as Governor in later life (1849). 



SCRIV£M 





B C, Lewis 

I8i(b - !680 



AIIES 
LEWIS 



BOND 
BET TON 
LIVELY 
MEGINNI3S 



Amos & Lowis, Apothecaries, was a prominent fiiiii of thoss 
days. Both of thoso naws aro honored in tho generations 
sinoo that time. At tho Walker Library is an "Auld Lang 
Syne" diary which gives interesting social and historical 
itoEis connected with guests at a party hold at tho homo of 
Mrs. B. C. Lowis, no one undor seventy being invited. 

Dr. George Botton was a physician of note, and LIrs. Botton 
is today one of Tallahassee's most beloved citizens. 



DMION 

EDL-DNDSON 

BLOCKER 



These families were actively idontifiod in tho development 
of Tallahassee. 



BUTLER 

LEWIS 

SHINE 

ARGYLE 



These were among Tallahassee's most highly esteemed citizens.' 

Dr. Argyle came to Tallahassee from New Orleans and was an 
associate in business with Mr. Henry Bond. His daughter, 
Miss Rebecca, represents this well known family. 



BAREFOOT 



This name is now represented in the family of Mrs. Florida 
Valinda Barefoot Bowen. 
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vJi-.i::'.K3ii 



"XiJJLUnL rWk-j^ Oovgmor iaa2-1834, gave long and honored 
serTice to Territorrial interests, moving to Texas in 1048. 
Many of the family ar© still living throughout Florida. 



EPPES 

RANDOLHi 

PARKHILL 

HAYWAED 

HACKLEY 

SAVAGE 



ANDERSON 

BEARD 

SHIPAHD 

PETTUS 

WATIES 

WILLIS 

HODSON 
WELPOBD 




Jomes HenrY Ronciclph M D 



Pranois Bppes, grandson of Thomas Jefferson, a pioneer from 
Virginia in 1828, located at his plantation, Ballyvournie, 
ten miles north of Tallahassee. Letters of Harriet Randolph 
toll of the arduous journey of the Eston Randolph family 
with their cousins, the Bppes family, from Virginia by boat 
to "Magnolia" on the Gulf. The Randolph plantation, "Ethelmere 
adjoined that of Mr. Eppes. Both these families moved into ' 
Tallahassee to reside early in the thirties. Thomas Eston 
Randolph, while U. S. Marshal .of the Territory, gave the use 
of the Court room for iSpiscopal Church services. 

These are eminent names in Tallahassee's history. 

Col. Bird Willis moved from Virginia with hif? family in 1827 
The marriage of his daughter, Catherine, to Prince Murat 
created much social interest. 

Col. Thomas .1. Hodson, -a resident from 1845 to 1853, was a 
.<^i<^£rxBnd of Prijioe Murat, and writer of his epitaph. 

Of the Welfofd family, only one, Mary Richard Wolford, later 
1^^842^^^ ^' s*^^ived the scourge of yellow fover 



SLIITH 

WINTHLOP 

0USTI3 



Th«8e proBdnent families otnae traa. North. &arolj.n« and JJe>»r 




HA.^LS 
PLAGG 
JOHNSTON 

?LiNr 

CROO- 
yilITl?U5LD 



M03KL1SY 
AUSTIN 




jkll these families are outst^riding In Tallahassee's history. 



Bryan and Hardy (jroom were the first settlers of that naae. 
Later came George a. Uroom whose descendants are of KiorLda 
tod^. 

George s»hitfleld viaa the first of the clan to move fi»m 
North Carolina, Kiohard «/h; tfield, father of the present 
family of loyal and distinguished citizens, having ooiae later. 

Ilosoley was the first State Governor of i*'loiida. His fmnily 
is represented by uru. ^taohel L.oseley uollins. 

The Allen faaHy md irnioh pioninence in early reocrds. 

THis name is mentioned in oomeotion with the Episcopal Churcf 
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hotna^ J Her Km 5 
I&17 - !694 

pronn Silhouette Made m 
ToUcTihcTiti^ee in 1638 



"PEEKINS 
MYERS 

T0V/L3 

OHAraES 

./AED 

PLAHCa 

GALBRAITH 

BARRINGTON 

McQUESN 

",;iLSON 

LIAX./BLL 

V/OODV/AltD 



GRANT 



PRAETOBIUS 
POPfl 



\7jiISTC0TI 

DELIILLY 

CLARK 
DAVIS 



Thcso three namos figure prominently in the history of 
Toll ahassoo. 



Tho faLiily of Greon Chairos passed through tho harrojving 
oxporionoo of tho Indian massacre. An interesting letter 
is owned by Ilrs. Caroline Ghaires Perkins giving an account 
of this written by one of tho L'linute Lien in the search for 
tho Indians. 



These families wore among Tallahassoo'^s most ' esteemed 
residents. 



This name is well remembered in school days of Tallahassee 
for three generations, 

John Grant, a native of Bristol, Bngland, was a teacher 
devoted to the education of Southern youth, 

John Praetorius, a native of Germany, musician and tailor by 
profession, married Elizabeth Colleton at tho home of Captair 
Shine. His daughter, Mrs. Harrietta Pope, resides hore. 

A well known namo in newspaper circles in early times. 

The ■./estootts were eminent in political and educational lines 

The Demilly family is of French origin, coming to Florida 
from North Carolina, The DoVore family came direct from 
France to take up a land grant on Lafayette Township, 



The settlement of "Lafayette Township'' has a close bearing on 
Tallahassee's oarly life in that descendants of those French colonists 
bocame citizens of Tallahassee. The moraoirs of Liarie Louise DeVore 
preserved by the late Llrs. Nellie Demilly Clark, recount the emigration of 
her father, James Llitchcll Llorris DoVere , from Prance to the United States 
to take up his land grant from Lafayette, and tell of a visit of Napoleon 
ITT to Prince IJurat in Jefferson County. Other Frenchmen named are Lambert 
Rossot and LaPorte. The marriage of Liarie Louise DoVoro to John Louis 
Demilly united two families whoso descendants are a factor in Tallahassee 
of tho present time. 



In closing it is fitting to pay tribute to the devoted slaves who 
served their masters and mistresses faithfully through all the years and 
of whom scarcely one is loft. Surely, thoy too, were oarly settlers. 




tvELYN Whitfield Hehry 



TALLAHASSEE 
Delivered December lU,1933 

Spain sold Ploridajwfilie. United States in 1S21 , for five million 
dollars. As there was an East and a West Florida there naturally were 
two Capitals, one at Pensacola and the other at St. Augustine, 

At. first the meetings of the Governor and the Legislative Coun- 
cils alternated between Pensacola and St. Augustine, but these places 
were so inconveniently situated that it was thought a permanent Capital 
at a more cantral point might be chosen. 

It was decided by the Cou.^cil that met in St. Augustine in 1S23 , 
that two Commissioners should bs chosen to select a site for a permanent 
seat of government between the Suwannee and the Ochlockonee rivers and 
near St. Marks. The selection of a site was left to Dr. William H, 
Simmons of St. Augustine and Mr. John Lee Williams of Pensacola. They 
chose for a site for the Capital of Florida the old fields of the Talla- 
hassee Inditms , from which the Indians had been driven by Gen. Jackson, 
The land was bought from the two Indian chiefs Chefixico and Neamolthla, 
/Iccording to Buckingham Smith, the word Tallahassee is from the Seminole 
"^vocabulary "tolof a" (town) "hisse" (sun). Its signification to the Indian 
doubtless was "Cnief Tof/n", 

On May 2k, lS2h , Congress donated a quarter section of land for 
the seat of government and provided for the sale of the lands in Tallaha- 
ssee and a survey of twenty townships. This was the first land surveyed 
in Florida and consequently the principal meridian and base line for the^ 
State intersected at Tallaliassee, 

On December 11, lS2k , the Legislative Council enacted a measure 
designating a "Tovm called Talliihassoe" as the site of the seat of govern- 
ment. Tallahassee was incorporated by an act of the Legislature of 1825, 
Major Jonathan Robinson a planter in the Forbes Purchase, soon began the 
erection of buildings for the State Government, During these events a lit- 
tle settlement was struggling into the dignity of a village. Building went 
on apace and fairly good cabins of hewn logs covered with red oak boards 
on the sides and gables, the roof being of cypress bark, clustered around 
the government buildings and others were placed on choice lots in other 
parts of the tovm. Streets were opened so that wagons could pass; others 
were merely blazed. Over the greater part of the town the forest stood 
undisturbed, the home still of such wild animals as the Indians had not 
driven away, Norwithstanding the fact that the streets were all named, 
Indian trails were better known and more frequented than the streets for 
some time. 

In January, 1S26, the corner stone of the State house was laid; 
about the same time two or three churches ware established; a Masonic 
Lodge was opened, and ten merchants were doing business profitably; for the 
popiilation had increased beyond expectation* 

In the apring of IHZh the first house was erected In Tftllaha8»e«^ 

In 1S27 Tallahassee contained eight hundred inhabitants and one hundred and 
twenty houses. Few towns in America had increased more rapidly than did 
Tallahassee, and population and improvement continued without any abatement. 
Gradually log cabins gave place to better houses, schools were opened, News- 
papers were started; post routes were established and good roads took the 
place of Indian trails. 
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Seme one has aaia that an old Liar'Sicn is in its_l" a Ms-ory, 

that its stories are the v/'liomes , its rriany rooms the ^heptera c iii. i".£ 

rntique ivrnit''ire tha ix.,vJS"ration£^- while those vho h.v e li;ed r'xd are 
living in it form tne chtiTactcrSe 

Siirel;' Eiicl. a history rich in romance we find m the hoiie of form» 
er Go Vc Hi chard Keith Callo 

Vllnen Slchard C.b.11 decided to co;ne to Flori'.da vdth G-en=5ral 
Aiidrew Jackson tofigh-*- tr.e Indians, he wished to Eiarr^ and talce hi;; young 
tride v/ith h?m. The young fif.incee's parents ohjected to her l.jav-.ng a 
home of elegance di'A conir'ort to face tho dangers of a life in thK wilds 
of I'lorida^ ''l-Lercupon yoang Call said he would build her , ir. this new 
Icrd, a fairer home thim she v/as lonving in Tennessee. 



So pcrsuacive was his wooing th^.t the young couple eloped and 
!v'ary Lctitia Kirlinian ^nd Hichord Keith Call uere in:arried at tho llermitage , 
the homo of Gonoral Andrew Jackson, in ISSU, 

Soon v/as bcgi.in the beautiful home Y/hich v;as to more than fulfill 
Coverncr Call's promise to her tvho had left all to follow his fortunes. 

The housG was "built originally in an estate of 640 acres, a grant 
to Governor Call, The hoxise which stard*^. far back in the t;:o/o of moss 
hung trees, is the purest type of Georgipr rxchitecture in the Southc 
The br".ck for the raa.nsion wore laoAe on the estate by the slaves . The 
entrance is stately, dignified, yet hospitable. The v/ide doer with its 
many panod settings of li^dits opens into the broad 50 foot hallo The two 
rooms on either side are simple square of 22 feet , v/hile a circular 
stair loads to the upper story, 

!,I;:ny lovely piocos of old furniture are still in the places 
given them by the charming Mrs, Call a cont"'.Try ago„ Here too is a quai^' 



old bookcase proscntGd to Mra. Richard Call Long by Princess Murat, 



Portraits by famous artists hang on the v;alls and the glr.se and 
silver shine as they did in days of old. 

If it is triie that the greatest ornaments of c house are its 
guests stu'ely no mansion was ever more brilliantly odorned than the Grove, 
the name of which calls forth a succession of notable figures who once 
dined -and wined, danced and slept under its hospitable roof. 

It is a pleasure tc record that the Grove has remained i:i posses- 
sion of the direct descendants of Governor lUchard Eea-th Call, 

?.OBERT ¥. WILLIAMS ^ 
(1+1 9 Korth Calhoun St.) 

Perhaps the oldest house standing at the present time in Talla- 
hassee, is the Williams home on thg S, E. corner of Calho-an and Carolina 
Streets, 

It was begun in Apl-il IS3I by Col, Robert Williams as the home 
of his bride , Rebecca Branch, It stood alone on the whole block s\irrounded 
by beautiful gardens, 3cmc of thg old shrubs are still blooming in the 
ypjrd. 

Col. Williams \7as acting as Surveyor General for the Territory of 
Florida during the time the grant of lo.nd was given by the United States 
Government to General LaJayette. ^Tllen General LaFayette decided to sell 
the land, Col, Willifui's acted as his agent. In IS50 General LaJayette's 
nephew came to TallahaoSee and visited in several of the homes here. He 
was groi-.tly pleased with the manner in which Col. Williams was handling 
the LaFayette estate a^id v/hen he returned to Frnjace he tried to express 
this appreciation in a gift to Col. Williams. The gift was two black maj*- 
ble mantels; those are still in the old house, 

Taon the w.ar came on, The War Betv/een the States, Dr. English 
brought to Talialiassce a wounded Virginia soldier, a young boy, who hoped 
to have his health restored in our mild climate. He v/as Capt, John H. Bell, 
One nigh'. T)i\, Lnsili sh crmu to play chess with Col. Williams oM brought 
Capt, Boll along. Soon the older men became so absorbed in their game 
they die not mis£ tnc .•o-.mg people and Capt. Bell had pors-uaded, another 
guest of the home. Miss M-artha 0 'Brian to stroll tlirough the gardens with 
him. They fell in love that night and had planned to be married, v/hen 
Capt. Bell was taken by the tr^nkees and hanged on Governor's Island 
Nev/ York, 

After the war General Fostej- took charge of the town with the Fed- 
eral troops. He had expressed a deeire , which was the same as a command, 
to have the Williams home for his head-quarters. Col. Williams took his 
fanily to one of his Louisiana plantations and remained there until in thc- 
70 's, Mien General Foster moved in he ordered a United States flag to be 
hiuig across tno street in front of the house. The flag was so large it 
filled the v^'hole street. It was hung very low and every one who went tha^ 
way had tc yts^ uider the flag. General Foster stayed in this house until 
he was moved to S'-. Augustine. The house was closed for many years; final!,/ 
the family caino i:-.m Louisiana. It io still, after lOO years, in possession 
of the William^ faiaily. 
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THOMAS HOLMES .^GiER 
(301 East j^i'Xiz Avt.) 

The liou^ e at tho corner ox Calhoi-n di MC.c.r'.l-y (p.xik .vj.) 
streets was buiit cLn sr^ie tide as tlie il7:' llicms house and vr.s 1: aJ "i t "by 
the seme con''" rector in IJ",!" 

This house was the horuc 01 anctn^^r tride , for lu Wc,^ her. t^ c.t 
Xatherino G-v.i'br.e Ci^me as th- hrido of Thoma?. H''^]-nes Kogner , who vil.s 
United Strtcs minister t; tne Goart of .'Cing Georgo, The £:.'r*c(=> xs aroond 
the house took ir. half of the "block. The grrund Blop<. d to ':he East and 
granite steps ond "eats were placed hero and there as formal decorations, 
Psautifal Azaleas, Olca, Catncllias . Crcpe-Mji blc •■nd ror.e h-usjjs as well 
aS the garden flowers mado this g^ji den a place of heautT aad I have ceen 
to uu. that , here , f ii st the Japionica t'"ee T'as pian::ed in ±lo?'ida; ^one of 
these a-ecs nre stj.ll in the yai'd.. 

In the 1 ut houses In the '/ir^nia home o'^ Xatheiine Goja-j 'O I-Irgner 
v/ere nanj,' tuc s if Japor-icas hrougit .1 ca the court of K:^.-n.§ Geor^- by 
C-en., Mercer o,s gif t to her mother, KrSo -.anoleo Tlhen the Iride lef- for 
hor nev hone in the ouiiny South Lihe brougnt with her tiCLe 1 are r)lan+s 
ojid they thrived and r-X-iti plied so well in her goTden here that boon Ln 
oil the Tall ali?.s sec gardens wore onuall Jrpoiicas fron thcs3 o'U ''ushcs. 
These ola. piantc v/erc saie. havo been a hunch-od yc:irs old oof jro the 

Dr. &ejrgo W, Botton hought this property iu l-^^O ar.J iT^ed tiiere 
nc^ny years ■'mtil his death. Since then it has beer, the home of the 
Carters, the Sh-acklef ords , Scotts and Knott s« 



TLAGG 
C'ZJ, East F:>r-k Ave.) 

On the Northeast corner of thir- samo block sea ids ;he ChM tonden 
hone; this house was htdit froivi material taken fron the first ca^dtol 
building when it was tsken dovm to ue replaced by the new brllding in ISUO, 
The vriLndowG v/ere also tte ones used in the first capitol building; it was 
built by Capt. E. A. Shine, 

One of the stories told of tlds house wo.s ; tho.t one ni^ht i.;?o 
Flagg arid Ivir, Eick Wilson v/ero returning fron playing cards with Capt, 
Pat. Houston; as they passed tM s house Mr. Flagg told Mr. T'ilson that 
he hold a ticket to the Louisiana lottery, due the next day, and if his 
was the luckj' number he was going to b'uy that house for the ticket was 
for the exact ano\mt of money that was being asked for the house. The 
next dry he was notified that his number w:is the chosen one , .Tnd that 
day th^ house becpxie the Elagg hone. 

Another tradition is that, one day as a blind noja wr s sitting in 
one of the bay windows on the East side of the house a bolt of lightning 
cane f 1 om^ a clear sky and struck outside the v/indov/; the nan v/as stunned, 
but when he recovered fron the shock his sight had been restored^ 



1 3 a East PerV Ave,) 



TliG cottnge Tjotvco-i tho Ohit^cri'len ho .e ^ho P-.-'esj^ tea ' .m • 
Manse was built oy Mr. i.rvaix Hpplcins ; in it ins iGLiily li'/ed thoy 
noved to ''G-oodwood" in 1?55,_ 

Dr. G-eorge ¥. Betton bonglrt the house v-nO. r/lCec' tic xrch acrose 
the front cad lived thore p. n-Ju:ibGr of ycr.rr. -.mtil he bought -.ho homoi 
house ond novo d" thore to live antil Ms cieath, 

Tho simple lines and the cxtrcie ne;v:ross of iae place is most 
oatstandlngo 



s c. L3v;'is y( 

.316 East .^cj-k Ave.) 



Mrc E, C, Lewis crr.o to Icllahassee in lc36 r.nc '."lil a ' one lor 
his fani]y on l.lcCarthy street (nrnv ?.-rh Avenao) » 

In tMs hone hit; grandson Mr, '-eorti-e Edwrji'd Lovii lives now; -ne 
second floor has hoen atLded md rany c>:i; n'],:-)S nade , but i st:il retains 
the sane richness and digiv.ty of the origiral house, 

Hext door, -./here LUss Mary Dou^^ias Lewis no\w lives, otoc. d the 
first Catholic church built in TallpI-i.assoi 



(131 Calhomi St.) 



Tho hous^ now -;cc ipied by Mr. A. 0. Spillor war, buil". for Dr. . 
j.'iles Nash in I033 , but tie house and tho neitjhbornood is so changed 
that I douot ..f even Dr. Nash vrould be able to recograze it, Er, Nash 
■.vas a Methodist ninl ster as well as a p:.'acticing pliysicieji, 

I7e cjre told that "There were tines v/hcn his duties as a ph;''sician 
interfered vdth his duties as a pastor; sonetines ho was called fron the 
pulpit to usher a now soul into the world." 



POST OFFICE 
(509 N. Monroe St.) 

TMs building served as Tallahassee ' b post office. It stood on 
the nor^h-oast ccrndr of Monroe and McCarthy Street (Pr-rk Ave,). 

The original house was built by Dr. Miles Nash. Dr. Kasii was one 
of the earliest post naBtors, This was later converted into a lesidenco, 

Mr, Julius Dianond and his f,nr-,ily lived there nany years. Mr, & Mrs 
Diamond lived their entire mrTried life in this house. 

Not nozxy years ago it was bought by Theo proctor and noved to 
its pre sen', position on north Monroe 3->iroetc 




^GOODWOOD 

!Tow we have gone out the Micco- 
road and ha-o corr- to the gat.c at Gooa- 
wood. ■Bi-yan Groora bought a ••r;-'.ct of land 
froji the L'ira.ve r, Cr-ant and erected the 
man3-L0u csli-d ?-ood''/ood; t?xe c^ nsT.r action 
was :;Tar\ed j.r- r,,r.d continued for 

fcvr verxr3„ The brijir of wldch the ^.^iii- 
--sior, wa;: huilt w^re ;-.airp'5c: frcTi Ner York 
to 5v. .vlor:<:o; th..-r axs Udden "beneath a 
wash of whi+-.e oernt-n-^o 

The house is of sqaare construction 
1 '■• ' ';if-:':v-c.cn ' ' °^ macsivs hut simple lines. The placing 
^^l^ -L of tlie ;,:ind>F':. 13 --.jcst plea^.ing. The 

- ^-'^ hsr.v;,- :ooir, o" hoavy ri^a}.o^.^n7, which 

sw^ii,,- u,>rn eUver Mnt"^^ , are ^;r-aced wit)' 
^vHr^^M '^v ^- V 1- . oeau.-iful fan l-.,-l.to. The fir^it floor is 

d..iaeo .J a .>.c:ou. hal - , from vvhn-h a grac.iu?. clrcu..£r stair ^inds to 

'"^ ? '"-^ -J'V.se.. Tj^p m'-.erlor of the m^atpon r^'.d -.7niergore few 
^^^^^ --^^ ue:[i;.v;P cf the ^rp.v/ing rooms 5.na liV-ary were frescoed for 
V": ^-^^ ^'-^--J-^ ^^rtibt ard are as fresh as if only painted yester- 

^ .-^ach ucc-upupant has left some characteristic mark on the place. 
T.ie ar.-f..u -.v.k.n.B T.h'j bought olie place in IS56 left small touches of 
ex-^t ^rc--; v.o..a t^re. tV^e outcome of wealth and brcedj ue,. The occupancv of 

" ■'^■^'"^ ■"'••atr. "oft itcxi^ pieces of teak: a.id roae*-ocd f-arniture" 
cu. 'Kt-.j. dujj.a- Cdn';,-_u,^F iu the Gariholdi wars, \,hon Mrs,, Fannie 

TJ.orF pu-r';a:o^ (. prc;-erv:r f-ora ^^-s. A-rowsm^-h she had the old 
S'luar. to'.-/_- of th.. ori^^.^aJ mannion torn down and had built a new tower 
which - a v3p]io,3 cf the one at Vernon. 

Go.;dvTood is now the home of Senator and !frs, G. Hodges who 
have not ouLy s.-.^ht to restore the mansior, to its original beauty but 
nave also c -ou-bt hack the gardens and orchards to their stately lovliness 
ot antiueiruun days^ 



JOim Pa COBB 
(C02 Calhoun St*) 

Capce ,R„ A, Shiie built the house on -'he northwest corner of 
Calhowi anr. &,.>-,3.^/.a streets, vhe Cobb house, in IS50 , for his brother 
waose faniiiy lived '-here for years. 

^-''^■-^-l fruni'ies have lived in this house, among them are the 
Maxwell"., (n.'.sons aiid Dr. & Mrs. .Robinson. 

:'he Coobs bouglit the house in I903 and have lived there since 

tnon. 



J03EPK ."CO riLLIMS 
(?.a.7 II. Oaliicun St.) 



Tl'ie house on no..- Jalhcuii S'^reet wit'i t'le v.-iiit^ sq''LU''3 

coliJinns v/hich is the lio ne of "iss Mag-^ie '(Villir.ms , lb oue of ^le lo<rli- 
est Colonial homes in the city. The v/id3 liall luns the vho'e . en^+h of 
the house and in the living rooms on eioher sice txe hii.dscuie Hack 
Italian moxble mantels, Ihe tall liiri-crs on the walxs r^floc': tr.e oid 
fiirnitTore beautifully preserved b:iroL..£n tho yearSo 

This property w .s first owned by nr„ /asle who sjld ^t Lo I.Ir, 
U. P. Gorman, I'r. Goi'Lian b-'O? It the house in 1839- Soon afterwards i+ was 
sold to Dx-, EngliSx , professor of mathunatics at Er,rvard, who had coTie 
to Tallcahassce icr his health, 

aovernor Duvai appointed Ir. Znclish c-e of the Coi mi ^s oners -.0 
suo' rintend the GroCuioi.: of the Cai<itol buildi.ug in 184-1, 

A litt_e li ter the house \7as bou,3lit by ;,!;"» Joseph Join r lliaas 
when he vashod to moi.'e liis fr-niily frurr. thjir country hoir- to to .'-i.c 

In the old house v/erc al\/ays illustrious visiters r^iJ. n-vny and 
interesting "re the legcndis told of the Villirias foraily \fac ;rt.rtainjd 
MX in a rcyal .'.nd Ir vish Ir-'.nd, 

J. T. BSFJTAKD 
(21s East StcAugastlne) 

Hero ±1 n 1-ouse that traveled. 

Once upon a time a hundred yorrs ago, Mr. David C. Butler erected 
t'-'ir. house on Cclhom Sticct on the site now occupied by tho riono of Kr, 
Vickery, " It 13 built, as you see, on sqr.'-re lines and had a 

chiraney at cithor nnd, Grov/inf- up tiic chimney and cascading f 1 on the top 
was a vino which bore Itirge yellow blossoms which lookod like a t ecora- 
ticn for the yellov. h&i;.sc, Tho residence became the homo of Tudge Josfg 
T, Eernfr-d. Here he raised his fanily djicL livud imtil his death, 

'The property vv'as sold, and the house was jacked upon wooden rollers 
nnd moved about seven blocks soiith , v/h^re it is today the sarac squc-ro 
yello\7 house of a century ago. 

When Mrs, Butler vfas nistress of tiis hone she brought fron the 
B;rnuda Islands sono rcre lily bulbs, known as the '■shell lily"; this 
has a vrtiite bloon with bright pink r.iarkings .^.nd it i s peculiar -n that 
it blorms only once in twenty-five years. There are several bxJbs frora 
this original plrnt in Tallriias see goxdons today. 
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(325 N.Callioim St.) 

On the southeast corner of Calhoun and Virginia Streets stands 
T-llahassec's first ready nr.de home* The lumber for the house was made 
of New Eng^lcnd white pine and was framed in New York State. This inater- 
ifxl vas shipped hy water to St. Marks via New Orleans vxxd hauled from 
St* Marks to" Tr.llah-'.ssec on the old tran road, prior to the construction 
of the St. Marks railroad in I836. 

Each piece of lunhcr was numbered so that there would he no 
difficulty in the erection of the house. No nails vrcre used; all pc-rts 
were nortiscd cud fastened with long wooden pegs. The house was composed 
of four rooms 20'x 2?.'x IS', two rooms upstairs oM two downstairs, 
divided by halls on each floor. The original hc>„ndsone cornices, chrjade- 
liers ond marble mantles are in the home today in perfect condition. 

This home .like n.-Jiy others of the timo, had illuminating gas 
installed in it prior to the Civil War. The duplicate of this house was 
shipped at the srme tine from New York and was erected on the site of the 
Old Y/ilsonian Apartments, This one 1ms burned. 

There is a complete record in the Court House of transfers of 
this ijroperty from 1S29 to date. The first record is of the sale on 
January 31 , 1S29 by Turbctt E. Betton, Goauissicncr of the City of 
Tallrhossee to Isaac ?7. Mitchell. Other trrjisfors were as follows: 
January 2, IS39 to Jas. Kirkscy; December 2, 1S75 to Lucius Hoplcins 
Smith Ellen Hopkins Smith and Ar.ios T. Dwiglit; Kerch 21, 1S77 to Chas. 
E. Dykes; June 6, lSg5 to N. M. Bowen. It is still oTmed by the widow 
of N. i.'i. Bowen. 

It is a coincidence that Mr. and lirs, IT. 1.1. Bov^cn lived in the 
house referred to on the Uilscnirn site imi.iediately following their 
morriage £.ind moved to the other in later years, 

BEOKATT 
(329 N.Mcridian) 

The handsome liomc at the eastern end of Virginia Street was built 
for Mr. P. B. Brokaw in the early 50 's. Mr. Broka^T ordered the lumber 
for the house from England having it sent via St. M-nrks to Tallahassee. 
The Corinthian pillftHs , massive doors, cornices end bronze chandeliers 
ctune fram Now England, 

From the tim.e v/e enter the gate ?nd walk between the hedges of 
boxwood and through flower beds outlined with moss covered brick, one 
sees that the house and gardens have been planned with an eye for co- 
ordination. 

The residence is of square construction with long halls and rooi., 
2Ux2Uxl5/The graceful stair with its handsome rail leads to the sleepinf 
roomr,'- each bed room has its own adjoining dresr.ing room. These dressing 
rooms 'are as large as some of the bedrooms in the modern homes. The long 
windows which reach from the floor to the ceiling let in the sunshine and 
reflect the solid brass cornices and the brass imobs and hinges on the 
doors. In these rooms one sees the same furniture, glass and china with 
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which Mrs, Brokaw ^oe -43.11 her housekeeping in days gone by. 



In lool'lng ov.t these long windov/s you will see the trees planted 
Mr. Brokaw also the sraoke house and kitchen gardens which testify to 
good old fashioned housekeeping. 

This home is now occupied hy illr , and Mrs, Alex McDougall ; Mrs, 
McDougall is the duaghter of the original owner, 

BLOXHAM 
(HlO N, Galho^l2l St.) 

The steel gray house on North Calhoun Street, shut in hy an 
iron fence, was "built for Mr, David C. Wilson in the eighteen thirties. 
It later became the home of G-overnor Bloxhem, .and served as the Governor's 
I^ansion durjng both of his administrations, ISSI..ISS5 end 1S97-1901, The 
yard has never been modernized, and the old fashioned flower bods, outu, 
lined with shell, brick and rock, remain as they were originally planned. 
Behind the house, in a dilapida,ted condition, st-ands a two story servants' 
quarters, built of the same m^.terial as the big house, 

CLAEK 
(507 N. Calhoun St.) 

On North Calhoun Street shaded by huge troes end set off by a 
ycrd adorned with old fashioned pot plpjits , stands the home of Miss Janin 
Clnrk ajid Mrs. Lcwin Spear, 

A classic symplicity characterizes this interesting old house. 
The woodwork and doors are of solid mahogany. 

It \'fs.s only last year that the smoke house, out of door kitchen 
and massive carriage house wore torn dovm. 

This house was built for Mr. Eutger , It later v/as the homo of the 
Y/ilson, Papy and Ball families. For many years it has belonged to and 
been occupied by the Clcj"k family, 

WHITAKEE , 
(517 N. Calhoun St.) A*^^^^ 

The tall pillARs so gracefully draped with vines rapicc the entrance 
to the Brewer home a spot of roxo beauty. Inside of the house the hand- 
some furnishings hold an atmosphero of the cai^ly days. 

The land here first belonged to Mr, rredcrick Towle ,T;ho was 
associated in the jewelry business v/ith Mr. Selim Myers, Many old pieces 
of silver in Tallahassee bear the stamp of Tov/le vjid. Myers silversmiths. 

The house was built before 12U0 by Mr. Richard W]fii taker. His 
dnu-ghter Elizabeth who married Ivir, Edward Gi'mblc , inlieritcd the place. 

Miss Sallie Blake aftervvards bought the property and she sold 
it to Mr. & Mrs. Brovrcr, 
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H. A. simm 

(bOl N. Calhotm St.) 

The large four story white house on the northeast corner of 
Calhoun and Georgia Streets wc.s the home of Capt. H. A. Shine, a con- 
tractor and a most excellent worker in 'brick. Capt. Shine built this 
home in the early IS30 ' s , it was built on the plan used no much at that 
time , two large rooms on the ground floor were used as dining room and 
sitting room; the front steps lead to the second floor where are the 
double parlors and librfiry and music rooms; the bed rooms are on the 
third floor and all the rooms in the fourth story are not completely 
finished but are used for store rooms. 

The kitchen v/as in a separate building in the yard. It is v/ithin 
the last few years tliat the thick walled brick smoke house has been 
torn down. 

The brick for all of these old houses were made by Capt, Siiinc 
in Ms brick yard on the town side of tlie "deep cut"; ruins of the old 
kilns -are still to be seen. 

The Croom family lived in this home in IS70 and in IS76 it be- 
came the home of Major V/alker who left it to his niece Miss Evelyn 
Cameron, It now belongs to Mrs. J. C. Burwell who has converted it 
into an apartment house, 

CHARLES AUSTIN 
(1222 ThomasvillG Road) 

The large frome house of Mr. & Mrs. Fred Pearson on the Thomas- 
ville road was built for Mr. Cha.rlcs Austin. Y/hcn the home was built 
it was only one story high and it was much later tha.t the second stcry 
and porch v/ere added, 

Todaj-- the home still holds the Colonial atmosphere, the large 
rooms , high mantles and handsome mirrows grace the ma,ny pieces of old 
furniture, brlcabrac and silver, 

Mr. Austin was State Treasijrer in 1850 and held office for a 
good many years. He married Miss Baltzell the sister of Judge Baltzcll. 
They had three sons in the Confederate army. 

After the war, Col. T, W. Brevard made this house his home; 
later it became the home of the Apthorps, 

YATES SWiMidlKG POOL 
(Meridian Heights) 

On one of the hills in the northern portion of the city stood 
the Beard home. This house was burned about twenty years ago; now on 
the site stands the lovely home of Mr. & lArs. L. A, Yates I'Xid. thoir 
swimming pool is the old basement of the Board home. 

The handsome old shrubs which adorn the Yates gai^den were 
planted by the Beard fcjnily a century ago. 



BEEVAED 
(622 North Monroe 3t,) 

The house on the southwest corner of Monroe and BrcvDTd v/r.s 
built in IS33 "by Mr. Frrmcis Eppes , a. grrjidson of Thomas Jefferson, 
The v/holc block vr.s included in the estr.te. It wr.s Mr, Eppes who pl".,nt- 
ed tho lovely r-vcnue of ocJcs which shade the whole street, 

Mr, Eppes had lived with his family in a, beautiful plantation 
home, but at tliis time the Indians bccc'jme so fierce, that he moved his 
mothcrloss children to tovra for protection. 

It was hero that the nephew of LaEayotto visited in IS50, 

Later the home was sold to a Philadelphia woman. 

At one tiraoitwas the home of Capt, Lvc 3utler, 

The Brcvai'ds moved to this house fro':i their plantation about 
I875. Hore lived Lliss Crroline Mays Brcvo-rd who did so ntuch to preserve 
the true history of Florida, 

Now the home belongs to Mrs, Leroy Collins, 

THE CliAIRES MANSION 
(52U N. Monroe Street) 

Picturesquely southern in its architect-ure is the house now 
owned by the Caverly family. Its encircling verandas and gracefully 
trailing wisteria vines give it .ei/en today, an air of colonial gracious- 
ness. 

The house was built in 1S39 by Oeorge Proctor for Mr, O'Brien 
Branch, Secretary of State, and his wife, Mamie Blount Branch, Later 
Mr, Branch moved Ms family to North Carolina, and still later he lost 
his life in the wai' between the states. 

The houiB tlTjon became the property of IVIr, Dan Meginniss, who in 
turn sold it to Mr, Chedres. While it was in the possession of this 
family, it gainos the title by which it is still known to most of us - 
The Chaircs Mansion, 

HAERISON HOUSE 
(50^ N. Monroe St.) 

At the same time tliat the TiTl-iitakDr house was being built and by 
the same architect, was this home built; the sha,pe of the coltunns is 
alike but the floor plans of the two houses are different- 

Hero again you find priceless furniture, glass and china and 
brass chande"'iers of years gone by. 

The house v/as built for Mr, Albert Hobbie , later being the home 
of Mr, & Mrsu Vifilliom P.. Pettes; Mrs, Pettes at her death left the propc 
ty to her niece Mrs^ Octavia Greerlhow vmo in turn willed it her niece 
Mrs, Octavia Chairos Price, 

Now it is the home of llr, & Mrs. Prank Harrison, 
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CONVENT 
(UoU N. Monroe St.) 

Tlie quiet dignified slate groy home on the nortmvest corner of 
Monroe oJid Virginia Streets coiad tell us^ much if it only would. 

The huilding was erected in ISUj ty Mr. George Anderson for his_ 
home- the house is built on the saiae floor plan as I'Goodwood" Here again 
we find long broad halls with squ-cure double parlors on one side, and 
sitting room and l:argcr dining room on the other side. 

Haven't vou heard of the good times rmd elaborate entortaifments 
given here during the omersMp of Mr. Anderson a.id later when xt become 
the heme of Col. Houston? 

In 1S70 this place was sold to the Rom-'m Catholics, l-he sisters 
occupied it for a number of ye^-^rs as a convent coad for a time it served 
as a Catholic church, 

mien Mr. N. B. Broward become governor in 1905 ho used this home 
as the executive mansion while the present governor's monsion was being 
erected. 

The plrixic is knovm to us now as the Yavm home and is the property 
of Mrs. '■fill is Brown, 

THE OLD BEAED HOUSE 
(319 W. Monroe St.) 

This property vw^-s evidently a part of the old Anderson estate, 
which is just to the north. According to several, old residents, the 
hoise was built by Dr. Ha,.vard. However, he never livc^d n it,_but sold 
U to Mrs Latrobe. Before she co^a,d move in. her husband's business took 
Mm to L^tSSe. ;o she sold it to the Beard family. The house was occu- 
pied and ov/n^d by the Beards longer than^ other subsequent owners 
about thirty yeoxs, and is still called Beard house by some of the 
older residLL. Miss Sarr^ Beard, the last Be.^d owner, so d the property 
fo a wealthy young woman of Pittsburg. Mir.s M^y Lockland. After about 
four or five years, she sold to Mr. Miles H. Johnson, Sr.. who owned it 
for about the some length ^ef time, Mrs. E. M. Brevard bought the place 
from Mr. Johnson 23 years ago and has lived there ever since. J7hile a. 
nLber of improvements have been made, Mrs. Brevard endeavored to preserve 
the original lines of the house. 

A number of well known people have lived in the house, besides 
the actual owners. For Miss Sarah Beard took boarders o-nd also conducted 
a private cchool for a timber of years. Among these visitors ^^re Dr. 
and Mrs. Arthur Randolph, when ttey wore bride and groom. Judge and ^r^., 
Eainey spent a port of their early married life here and ^f^their old- 
est daughter, Miss Sarah Rainey was born. Mr. & Mrs, John S. Wmthrop 
rented the house for one year while the present Winthrop house was 
being built. 

The uresent ovmer has been told of m?ny lovely p-rties^ h^ld here 
in the old days, sliering these gaieties with the other old homes of the 
tovm, 
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a:,3S ho^jse 

';lO S--nfn M:>m- bt ) 

Iho aTiiqie •'■cucic f coueu i-or.e ■."Ith the 
false ;'"ront bhpt strr/H' o Ac rr.i- S' rcot 
., o,cin5 th.3 soithv,'est ;cj.-.icr cf tho Oc.X'itol 
tq"^. ro v/as "built ■:^-Joa+ 1Z~6 io^ r. business 
houcD. ?Oiie say for \ "bank, 'ill jrt. lor a 
IiaTTrer ' £J off .^o . v/>i:" Irj s lli o-»-hor'. "je- 
Tiove it wT.' thi^ office jf a, Lrot.ie, 
the cci.imissi ';n nerch->jit. 

In IS35 :j t v/fs cccvD_cd l.'j' oqg Jnitod 
bt-^tes officers who v/ore sent hero tj 
ci.'cct tiie Trdi'j- •^<;T:''£!ro . Mi Vaa''l was 
tho officer -n ohr,r£,c- 

!,':-o Aii.oc thoi- .'btrdnec' t:ic property ir.d i o slxl^'. "be. on"., niz 

fcinilyt 

Mr,. iL-ns cruaG -0 Tallnhassce In 1 SUO and he, v.xch .ir. Tif'Vis, 
opened a drtig store, 02id vlthin the prut few yer-xs tho iron pi -to vd oh 
.Lo L0W.S-A1.13& nrjne wp.s s.ill fc-. DC soon :n the floor o"' th . z^x.'£ st^re, 

Y'lLSO'I H0US3 V' 
(^C2 South Adoris St.) 

Perhaps the h'ai3-:/\7hich has h-d. the lacst v-aried typeo of occupants 
-e the j.'cllc v hone at the corner cf Adons and LiJayotte Streets, 

Situated as it is across from the crpital , it has kept a watchful eyo on 
the St.'.tcncusc for many a ycr-i-, Manj' haire cone, nany have g^re , but the 
hciise still is full if life and h-ppiness 

After tiie land had changed hands a half a dozen tiia^s, Mr, Thomas 
Thriplct bcue:r.t it and erected a hone for his beautiful daughter Dora, who 
nas boon der^ribed a& "the toast of the tcwn% This being -0, one Icnows 
that the house nrust have enjoyed nuch laughter rjid chjer. 

Then the house carved twice as a G-overnor's Mansion, during the 
adr:iinistrations of Harrison P.aed 1S6S - IS73 , ajid of Mrj:cellus Steajrn.A 
IS74 - lS7Yc 'T was told that d-aring this time, g-i.csts of uwo colors 
were entertained at official parties in these parlors. Many, many are the 
stories told of those days just after the v/or. 

Later this house beconG the home cf I'r^ and Mrs. Joe Wilson 
and now it is the hone of their daughter, Mrs, 0, T. TTliitfiold. 

HENDERSOK IIOUSS 
(60U South Adrns .It.) 

The beautiful hone of Mrs. John Henderson was built in the early 
days 0^' Tallahassee„ 

T'le property v;as first owned oy Mr^ Eobert Butler. Wlien Col. 
Henderson bought tlic hor.o he r.oved the house from the cornor of the lot ^ 
to where it is located today„ He-added at that tine the southern half of 
tho house, while tho lovelj^ cool porches wore added still later. 

- - hlorida state lio«ary 
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JOIlK CALI'MTTrl 
(6l^ South Adains St.) 

The; rambling olj D^Lsmore hoTu^e O-i sovt:n Adtrrs Ftree*'. v^i :Le 
home of Mr. John aiad Mr Jaraes Galhrai ch. Mr. J jlja Caxbrajuth va3 iecre- 
tary of State in ISK^, Beiore that time ht and his "brother h?x ^heir 
law offices in tne narrovv pert of the LrdldiiT j that e.'C-.^nds to the side- 
walk. Ivir. G-albraith ovmed panther i h?.ch he kept there ^l tre y.ardj 
and later vvhen Mrs. Kate Snith ran her school for yoir.g c.iil.jrei. In 
this sajae "ouil .inb, neny a lessca was leprnei a.i ' many a praA delayed 
when the school chil^-en v/ere told that the -oexthtr would "c ,.tch you 
ii you lon't watch out.'" 

SELIM L;YT5S 
(701 South Adams St.) 

Annher ^j>.ample the small colonial dwelling is tnt. lin 
Myers home which is across Adams street from the Supreme Ooart Tuilding, 
This was built in 18^2, Mr, Selir Ifii/cvs was the ■ ather of th3 la^s Mr.; 
Fred Myera, and this ivao their home f 0 • n -.n:/ years. It s*:Ql be .cnf^s 00 
the Myers' Estate „ 

:,IXIE MOTilL 
(.511 South f/ionr.^e .3 1 , ) ~^^f.. ^ 

Ihe Dixi3 hotel wa. the home of Judge Joim Wales Balc^r , Jud^^s of 
tne GircTjit Court 0: the Middle District of florid Tne ori-^inc'l house 
made of brick can easily be seen now under the yellov; paijit. Tho entrance 
was "set in'' and there V'as no loorch. 

Echoes of the good times had here in the days before the war ^are 
still heard around Tallc-hassee , 

It v/as at oie tine the home of Mr, SeiQ H, Sib}ey, 
Later this place became known as the G-ailie House, and m-^ny 
other nomes have been given the hotel between then cor^d noiv, 

Hero.again we find the house built in the very corner ef Ihe lot, 
rigi:it up against the sidewalks, Wliether this was to insure tha^t the 
property line was well m.^rked or that the business offices of the owner, 
which Vv'ere on the lower floor, migiit open on tiie street, is still a 
debatable question, 

THOI.IAS HAY¥AED 
(216 South Adams St.) 

The south wall of the Soabrook Hardwrre otore v/as a part of the 
foin: story fashionable mansion of ivir, Thomas Hayward. This wae one of the 
^Lovliest and most popular homes in early T: Jlaha.ssee . His talented young 
daughters were an asset to the town's sociJty^ Tho house later become 
the home of many prominent families, omong whom were tho Denhams , Han- 
doxphs and Quailos^ 
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THE OCLUI'LNS 
(102 S. M.-r-.s St.p< 

The Colwas cr Gl.s'u Pfa^lc Aveinio is ojg of fie cidost dv- filings 
in Tr.llaimssee It is :;ir.r.:'.ctci i;:ed "-y fo'jr .o-and coluir.s , l)/ it-- gront 
size and by it;^ l^v.is,G clniuieys vrrdcli rise fl-csi: xnt'n th.^-; gat In anus. The 
"brick is of o. dcirk red :;clor cJid there is a, legend a ;ii :l:le i-o 

molded in evjry brick, The entxcoace ".s simple rjid bet-n v.lf-'-.'.u, 

Fnen ycu enter the froi.t dooi- -j jvl ^5ee\-,t the oa^k of "r.e f-a_ '- the 
stair T/i'.h the Eoniniccn :p.?hog<L.^r.y rail, ler.di.i£ ""c che flocr above. This 
stair was not always as it is today, for v/i.en tne house v/.as Juilt the 
owner had the stair\v<:'y .^un down tlirough his bedroon on the firsu iloor 
for fe-DV his be: u-n fiil and rich ycuag daaghtcr would oicpe with someone 
v.'ho loved her on"i.y for her noney. This is only one of -.he stories that 
could be told about this dwellingo 

::uch later", in , G'snoral IJilllrar:- .3-.iley pu caased t lo hcmeo 

In IS62 he moved his family from Jefferson Courty and ri ,dc; hit home in 
the Columns,, Tac aouse next beccjue the hospitable h^mo cf Tr . r ud Mrs, 
A. B, Ha¥/ld.ns. Mrs. EavTiCins was the caughter of Gencra_ Willi.- Bailey, 
The Hav;kins exercised hospitality on a large scale, being never haprier 
thou when contributinf, to the happiness of their g^a -eclr. tae vard xs 
the small brick building used by Dr, Hawkins as his office. 

The property vvas owned Irter by f.&'^, Felkel wh ■ sold it not long 
ago to I'.irs. Olark r.nd Mrs, Stewart. 

Fril'lFIELD 
13^2 lu Ad-runs St.) 

On the 300 block on Horth Adorns Street stands another of the old 
homes of TalloliassGO , P-xC house r.ct well b-ck from the street and a 
beautifully Ir-d mt ya.-d with big trees and many flcv;ers etc still to 
be seen,, 

. This house was built for Mr, rhomas HayT.7ood. It war. bought by 
Judge E. A. T;hitfiold about 1S66„ 

The front door op jns into a 1-J?ge hall about twenty feet square 
which is connected by doubls doors with the high ceilinged rooms on 
either side. The porch has been added across the front, fo-" the old home 
had only a smll stoop. In ,thc yco-d is still to be s^on the glass topped 
pit where rare potted plants were kept during the winter months. This 
property originally occupied the v/hole block, and there was a small but 
deep pond v.'hero Dr. Kent Johnston's homo now stands. Many a wild duck 
for the fa-aily talbe v/as shot over the pond* 

JOSEPH ELi,I0H3S0r 
(30U north Adeir.s St.,) 
This house rolled down the hill. 

Almost a hundred years ago it was built on the nort:iwest corner of 
Monroe and Tennessee streets by Mr. Joseph A. Edinondson, Src After being 
rented for mrmy years it became the home of the Edmondsons and so it re- 
mained until the property was bought by the local Ford dealers^ They in 
turn sold the house, but not the lot, to Mr. W. R. Smith who proceeded 
to have the house blocked up and rolled backi^.ards down the hill, then 
turned around so tliat now it occupiea +he northeast corner of Adana and 
Tonne ssecc, The house was co well built that its journey down the hill v^as 
not in the least dctrimontal.lt stands as firm and graceful today at the 
bottom of the hill as it did a huncred years ago on the si.mmit, 
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THE 01,0 fiAM&Lt I 

Hoost 



came the G-amble Mansion. It was 
most often in their festivities 
were held in this home. 



(202 W/College Ave.) 

Judge Ellis' place on College Avenue 
was "built for Mr^ Carrington Cabell of 
Virginia. The house was one of the hand- 
somest in the town, with silver hinges 
and knobs on solid mahogany doors. The 
woodwork under the eaves is most graceful 
in design* 

The house was bought by Mr. Robert 
Gamble, father of Mr, Howard Gamble. He 
lived there many years. At Mr,, Eobert 
Gamble's father's death, his father's 
family came here to live, Mr. Gamble then 
bought the house across the street, which 
was a much larger dwelling. This then be- 
here that the young set of Tallahassee met 
, and many elaborate official social affairs 



Now the place is used by the Baptist Church as a social center. 

When the Gambles moved from their first home it was sold to Colo- 
nel Fisher. Then it became the home of the Maxwells, the Myers, and now 
it belongs to Judge W, H, Ellis, 

GEORGE P. DAMON 
(203 West College Ave,) 

Across ClintonStreet or College Avenue as we speak of it today, 
we find the old Damon house, 

Mr. Damon came to Tallahassee in 1836. He was a merchant. The 
house 'was a large one for tliat day ajid time and was used as a boarding 
house, several lovely daughters kept this home gr.y in the old^fjs The 
house was built in lgUO,It is now the home of Mr.& Mrs. d.C. Guerry. 

DEM ILLY 
(629 W.Jefferson St.) 

This home is on west Jefferson Street. It is very old, but in 
good condition. It was the first home of Mr. and Mrs. John L, DeMilly, 
Tradition says that the Indians lurted around this home so often that 
blankets had to be hung at the windows after it was found that blinds did 
not keep the Indians from peeping in. 

No one ventured to take the long lonely path up and down hill to 
town after night; and even in the day time one would be lucky, if did 
not hear or feel an Indian creeping after him as he walked through the 
woods to his neighbor's. The place was purchased much later by Mr, George 
I. Davis and it is now being used as the Tri Signa Hou^e. 



U. GalhoTm St.) 



TMs house was "built in 1335 for Judge Thoraas Randal. Judge 
E-ndal fought in the wtx of 1812 and ifc.s taken prisoner and put in 
Torison in Montreal. He dug out of his cell cmd escaped, but was shot 
in the knee as he got away. M.-Jiy years later l.r , George Lewis and his 
wife Betty Douglas Lcvds, lived in this house with their frmily of _ 
young children. Still later, Mr. C. B. Collins, who was State Treasur- 
er in 1S93, lived there. The huildor of this house was George Proctor, 
a free negro v;ho coxas hero from the West Indies. He mo.de such a suc- 
cess of thas contract that he was engaged to huild a house across the 
street for Mr. Rutger. This property is now the home of Mr. C, C. 
Aschenhart, 



AN OLD IffiGEO HOUSS 
(3IU 17eBt Palk Ave.) 

If you go west down McCarthy Street (Pcxk Avenue) past the hi^^a 
school end the Negro church you will come to a sniall unpainted cottage. 
More than apt you will sac aii old Kcgro majrany rocking on the porch. 
This i-. the homo that George Proctor built for Lydia ^tout the govern- 
ess for whom he sent to the ^cst Indies for his children. She was a 
well educated free negro. In latC3r yeoxs she nrirricd a negro preacher 
Jim Smith. Togetlier they did outstanding missionca-y work among the 
Mcgroes in and about Tallahassee. 

Todoy, the house is owned for life, by this couple's dau^ter- 
in-law Henrietta Smith. 

The old Ke^-o man whom you mry soo talking, with hor , on the sunny 
porch, is John Proctor, a son of old George Proctor who built so rarjay 
of these old Tallcliassee homos a lT,indrcd years ago. 



DAVID SIIELBY ^7ALKER 



By E. S, Cotterill 
Delivered FeTaruary S , 193^ 

When David Shel"by Walker was inaugurated Governor of Florida 
he made an address in the co-urse of which he said: "Twenty-eigjit years 
ago, I was a pennyless stranger, from a far distant state, seeking in 
this hright land a x^lace where, by close attention to business, I might 
earn an honest living, I found it here. The people took me by the hand 
and ever since, whether in prosperity or adversity, peace or war, lio-n. 
held me in the embrace of their confidence. As a lawyer, Representat 
Senator, Register of the Public Lands, and Judge of the Supreme Coiu'c, 
they have always stood by, encouraged, sustained, and with their apprr- 
bation more precious than the gold of Ophir , rewarded me". 

In these words, briefly and not without eloquence the G-overnor 
gave his autobiograjjhy . Brief as it is, I have found but one longer 
consecutive account of his career and that in an encyclopedia, Thip 
paper is pieced together from information gathered from many differurl 
sources and in mmy different ways some of which I shall indicate c.s : 
go along. I am especially indebted to Miss Evelyn Cockrell , th'^ Govor« 
nor's granddaughter, .o.nd to Mr. Keith Walker hi?; grandnephew , both c if 
whom have placed family records at my disposal. My paper is by no me -/.c 
complete; it has been di signed primarily -j.s a basis of discussion, 

",..from a for distant state,...". Tuis state was Kentucky, 
The V/allcer family was from England. The first of 'them to come to Amer_c 
was Governor 'Talker's grandfr-.thcr , George 'ToJ.,ker , a colonel in the 
British Army. Governor Walker's father, David V/alker , and his mother 
Mary (Barbour) Walker removed from. Brunswick Co-onty , Virginia soon afte 
the Revolution and settled in that pcxt of Feiyette County, Kentucky, 
which was later called Jesscamine County. David Walker represented Fayot 
Coimty in the State Legislature, 1793-1796, was then appointed a state 
commissioner to locate settlers on the nev;ly opened Virginia reserve "oi 
west of Green River and in 1800 moved his family west to,Lo^n Count,/, 
Kentucky settling near Russellville the county seat. He was a soldic-.r 
in the War of 1S12 (as he had been in the Revolution) and upon his rctu 
to civil life v/as elected, iSiy , to the national house of representativ 
where he served until his death in 1820, 

David Shelby Walker was born in Logan Coionty , May 2, ISI5, 
David Shelby was the youngest of eight cMldren and was less than 
five years old at the death of his father. His mother died a few 
years after his father and aftet that he went to live with his 
sister, Mrs. Fanny Gwynn, at LaGrange , Oldham County, Kentucky 
near Louisville, I have been interested in finding out what I 
co\ild about the Governor's education in view of vjhat he later 
accomplished for education in Florida. The Cyclopedia of Ameri- 
can BiograplTy says that he attended private schools in Kentucky 
and Tennessee. I gather from some old letters placed at my dis- 
posal by Miss Evelyn Cockrell that he attended the School at 
LaGrange while living with his sister at th£.t place. Miss Cockrell 
that while he was in Tennessee he boarded wi.th Harvey Watterson 
whose sone Henry later became editor of the Courier - Journal 
and as an old man visited Governor Wolker in Tallaliassee, 
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. This is not very dofinitc. People with v/hoin I hr,ve tallced in 
Tallahassee descrilie the Govornor as v/ell educated; one said of him that 
he v/as highly edi-icated. In the fall of 1837 l>Qing then twenty two years 
of age he c::^jne to Tallahassee where he made iiis home for more than half 
a century. 

"...a. pcnnyless straiiger". Perhaps Governor Walker did not intend 
his words to he taksn literally v.-hcn ho said he crjae to Tallrliassoe 
"pennyloss". ?/hen I was in Kentucky last summer I looked up the land 
grruits of David "/aUosr , and found that he V7as the owner of extensive 
tracts hoth in the Bluegrass a.nd in western Kentucky. The Logan County 
clerk has written me that David Shelhy Walker is not mentioned in his 
father's will which is on record in Russellville - but it is probable 
that the v/ill was drawn before the governor was born. At any rate , as t'l;'" 
v/ill shows, his mother and sisters -:ind brothers all had inheritances and 
it is nor likely that David Shelby V/'alker went altogether unprovided f -r-. 
It is to be noted, however, that the d?.te of his coining to Tnl loh.asseo v\h 
IS37 - a panic ye ox- a time v/hen there was a great shifting throughoiit 
the country of people seeking, as Governor w'rdker we.s , a place to maize ..c< 
honest living. 

Nor was the Governor a "stranger" to all the people of Tallahassee 
when he arrived here. His brother, George Keith T/alkor » was living in 
Tallahassee and practicing law and had been made Territorial :Gcretcj.-y 
in I835 , end his cousin E, K, Call was Governor at the time of his am- L 
Miss Cockrell tells me that the reason Governor "/alker c^me to Tallahr.:"?-..- 
when he left Kentucky was because Ms brother v/as iiere. George Keith T'a ' 
v/as the Governor's brother next in age and the intimacy and affection V 
tT.'een them v/as very great, I think most of the Governor's success v/as . - 
to his brother's counsel and support. Once located in Talleh-assee , Davi 
Shelby Walker settled 4ov/n to the study of law in his brother's office,, 
The late C. B. Gwynn told me tliat he though.t Governor Y/alker had stud: 
law in Louisville before coming to Florida. I do not have the date miLT 
he was admitted to the box but whenever it v/as he began the practice ef 
his profession at Tallahassee, 

May 22, ISUS Governor ITalker was married to Philoclea Alston, th- 
da.ughter of Colonel E. W, ;ind Henrietta (Green) Alston. The m-nxriage is 
recorded in the Marriage Registry of the Episcopal Church in Tallahasv.ec 
and I am indebted to Mrs. Alfriend for her kindness in searching the 
Registry for me. Thti Alstons v/erc from Soiith Carolina and (with a slight 
change in the spelling of the Utsjiie) belong to the sojne family as John 
Alston, Governor of South Carolina in^SOl and the husbond of Theodosia 
Burr. '.Vith the powurftil support of the Alstons and the Calls it was in- 
evitable that David Shelby 7/alkcr should, following their precedent, seek 
a political crjreor. This political career began in 1S^5 when he v/as electe 
to represent the Seventh District in the first Senate of the ncv/ state of 
Florida. It is at least a coincidence tlia,t at the some time David Shelby 
V/allaar was a member of the Florida Senate , his brother ,Jejnes Volney Walker 
was in the Senate of Kentucky, Governor Walker was a member of the V/liig 
party and I suppose that his political affiliations were due to the in- 
fluence of Governor Call, Governor Tfolker ' s father, David V/alker , was 
antagonistic to those things which later came to be knov/n as '.Thig princi- 
ples. While a member of Congress from Kentucl:y he had made speeches defend 
ing Andrew Jackson for his invasion of Florida in ISI7 end on another 
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occasion had vigorously attacked the United Str.tes Bank. Governor Walker 
did not serve out his term in the Sonr;.te , but resigned before the second 
session met. I do not know the reason for his resignation; it may have 
been becuase he had been chosen Mayor of Tallah-^.sseo . At any rate he 
held that position in loUS, 

However, he was soon in state politics again ond this time as a 
member of the state house of representatives in its session of ISU9-50,, 
In the latter year he was appointed Register of Public Lands, a position 
which he accepted, I presiome , because it caJTied along with it the Supor- 
intendency of Schools; these positions he held until IS59. I have not 
gone into Governor Walker's activities as land Hegister, In the matter q-:? 
education he did a great deal, and we have some of his annual reports 
the Capitol Library appended to the various senate and house jo-arnals,. 
He is credited with securing the passage of the act of IS53 which esta^> 
lished a system of public schools in Florida, and with the establi shia.;>-. t ■ 
of a tax supported city school in Tallahassee. He was also active in tl.o 
establishment and sujjport of the West Florida Seminary -now the State 
College for Women. I have already alluded to the difficulty I have had In 
finding out anything definite about the early education of Governor \';-i..\rz-r 
himself. But, at least, there can be no doubt about his interest in e.ivco, 
tion. More than one person who knew him has told me that edxication w:..^^ hi" 
greatest interest; one said that it amounted to a hobby with him. 

In the meantime, the Whig Party to which he belonged had col] , _ . 
ed, and Governor Walker affiliated himself with the short-lived Ameri:^;, . 
party. He was its candidate for Governor in IS56 and although he was d--- 
feated, he polled a surprisingly large vote, due to his personal popu- 
larity, to his record in education and his advocacy of lowering the p--- 
of public lands. The American party, or Knov; Notliing Party as its oppo:_ 
commonly called it, had as its chief principles opposition to f oreigr'a - 
opposition to Catholics, ojoposition to disunion and opposition to ill ■: 
acy. Yi/hat Governor Walker's attitude to Catholics was, I do not know, .. 
he showed his dislike to f,oreign imriigrati on on several occasions, a.r- ■ 
was at that time busily engaged in opposing the secession movement thv^ ■ 
gaining strength in Florida. Some of the people with whom I have talkeu 
have told me that althougli Governor WiJ.ker was wholeheartedly opposec tc 
secession his opposition was not violent and for that reason did not 
cause any bitter feeling against him v/hen Florida did secede. 

In 1859 Governor W-^ilkor was appointed Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court and remained in that position throughout the Wai', The mater., 
ial/avail able for making an estimate of his ability as a jurist but I have 
not had time to go into it. I have been interested to note that a nephew 
of Governor Walker was a justice of the Supreme Court of Arkansas , and 
that a cousin was Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, 

After the wai-" , Florida adopted a new constitution in the Johnson 
plan of reconstruction arid under it D. S. Wallter was elected Governor 
without opposition. He was inaugiarated December 20, IS65 , making the 
inaugural address from which I have quoted. Governor Walker came from a 
family of Governors. One of his ancestors had been a colonial governor 
of North Carolina, a second cousin was governor of Texas, another second 
cousin was governor of Virginia, and his brother had been acting 
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Governor of Florida Territory on several occasions. During Ms short 
term as Governor D. S. Walker worked in harmony with his legislature; 
in the Journals I have foiind but one Act of the legislature which he 
vetoed and that was an act raising the salaries of tlie legislature. It 
is also evident from Ms messages that he was acting in harmony with 
President Johnson; some of the good feeling existing "between the two 
men was no doubt due to the fact tliat Walker's old friend, Harvey Y/atter- 
son , was Johnson's confidential adviser on Southern affairs. In conformi- 
ty with Governor Walker's advice the legislature ratified the Thirteenth 
amendment and made laws regulating the position of the freedinen. I find 
the Governor in his m.essage opposing a plan to bring foreign laborers in- 
to Florida, saying that if there was any excess work in Florida the f reed- 
men should have the opportunity to do it. Notwithstanding the moderate 
and conservative course of the Florida government ^ Congress refused to 
admit her senators and representatives. In addition it insisted on the 
ratification of the Fourteenth amendment, which, on the Governor's ad- 
vice, the legislature rejected. More and more the Federal troops in the 
State interfered in civil processes until finally in December 1S66 the 
Governor informed the legislature that his authority was a nullity and 
that the State was in reality under military rule. After March I267 Gen- 
eral Meade, the commander of the army, really governed the State. In his 
something of over two years as governor , Walker never had an opportimity 
to show his administrative talents. In June ISSS he was succeeded by the 
carpet bag government. 

For the ten years next following tlie close of his administration, 
Governor V/alker , so far as I have been ^ble to learn, remained in private 
life, holding no office of any Mnd, and presumably devoting himself to 
the practice of law. In the Senatorial election of 1868, one vote was 
cast for S, Walker. I do not laiow whether this was the Governor or not. 
In August 1S68 he was nominated for congress by the Democrats but declined 
the nomination. In I87U there was a D. S, Walker elected Mayor of Tallahas- 
see -but Miss Cockrell tells me that he was the Governor's son. I suspect 
also that the D, S. Walker mentioned as an organizer of reform clubs here 
in I876 was the younger Walker. As a matter of fact under carpet-bag 
government there was no oflce open to the Governor in keeping with his 
abilities and his experience. There were reasons too why the Governor 
woMd welcome a period of rest and quietness, ^His brother, George Keith 
Walker, had died in 1S66 ; his wife died in 1866, The death of these two 
must have brought great sorrow to the Governor and iraprossod him with 
tiie vanity of human -ambitions. Governor Walker's second marriage (the 
date of which I have been unable to find) sometime- before IS76 , was to 
Elizabeth Duncan, daughter of the Rev. E, B, and Courtney Walker Duncan, 
In the will of George Keith Walker she was referred to as his cousin and 
was I think, his second cousin. She was much younger than the Governor, 
She survived him living until 1909. 

In IS79 Governor Walker was appointed Judge of the Second Judicial 
District by Governor Drew and was re-appointed by Governor Perry. He con~ 
tinued in this position until his death, July 2, I89I. He was buried in the 
Episcopal cemetery here. 

Governor Walker had five children of his first marriage, one of 
the second. Of his first marriage the children were: Augustus Alston, 
David Shelby, Philip Jefferson, Florida Alston and Alston; of the second 
Courtney. His home as shovm on a' contemporary map of Tallahassee v/as 
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diagonally across from the Capitol on Monroe Street on a site now 
occupied by the inevito.ble filling station. I have been told that while 
he was Governor he lived for a while at The Grove, 

Governor Walker was a Royal Arch Mason and was a mcrabor of the 
Episcopal Chm-ch. He has been described to mc by people v/ho knew him as 
a l.?rge man, of imposing appearance and of dignified bearing. There is 
a portrait of Governor Walker in the 'tValker Memorial Librnxy here , an- 
other in the Governor's office end one in the Supreme Court Building. 
Many people have spoken of his kindly disposition and of the chcxm of 
his conversation. I gather from my study of his career that ho was very 
popular not only in Tallahassee but throughout the State, and that this 
was due above all to the faith that people had- in his integrity. I have 
not read one unkind or critical expression about him; neither hrvc I 
heard any one speak of him except in poimiration and often in affection. 
His monument in the Episcopal cemetery has on it the inscription: 
"An Honest Man". This, I thiiik, is the way above all others, the Gover- 
nor would have chosen to be remembered. 



